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Great News for the Under-Fives …….

Cllr Chris Pond & town councillors with
Heather Venables at the Sunrise Centre.

in Alderton and neighbouring wards. There is now
a full programme of free activities for parents and
tinies (yes, 0-5 yrs) at the Sunrise Children’s Centre
in Alderton Hall Lane - a chance for all sorts of play
with trained staff on hand. And parents can meet
up, share experiences and ask advice. Young
parents, children with additional needs, child
minders, and breastfeeding mums are just some of
those catered for in special sessions there, or at the
‘sister’ centre, Little Oaks, 94 Lawton Road.
Ring Heather Venables (manager) or her team on
020 8522 3447 for more information.

Chris Pond writes: „”We know many people nearby didn’t want a ChildrenÊs Centre when plans were
first issued·and I went to Chelmsford to voice local concerns. Now itÊs there most people think it’s a
valuable resource and is doing a good job. We do wish ECC had built it a bit further back though.”

Parents & toddlers meet up at Noah’s Ark
on the Oakwood Hill Estate.

Our NHS—then and now

Noah’s Ark - a happy place, whatever the
weather !
Parents of toddlers on the Oakwood
Hill estate told councillor Rose Brookes that they
often felt very isolated there. But now, thanks to
Rose’s determination, Tuesday mornings are busy
and full of fun.
Karen and friends from the
Vineyard Church are running a great play group in
the Senior Citizens’ Club there. Rose says “ Thanks
are due to a number of other people too: to the
senior citizens for the use of their hall, to Betty
Saggers and Cllr Stephen Murray for their active
support and to Nicky Fuller of Voluntary Action
Epping Forest for her encouragement and advice.

Do you remember the LRA campaign in 2007 to save services at
Whipps Cross Hospital - which you actively supported with your letters
and hundreds of signatures ?
As a result, county councillor Chris Pond was invited as Essex
representative to sit on joint health committees with the London
boroughs. He got important changes to their first report— to insist
that cross-border needs are always taken into account when planning
services. We are very hopeful that Whipps Cross services are safe,
but await an announcement by NHS London soon. “The closure of
Whipps would be devastating for Loughton, and I shall resist that to
the last ditch.”

