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In this issue read about the problems with changes
to the timing of the Traps Hill car park charges, and
planned local road and motorway/slip road
closures.
There is also the current information on getting a
vaccine and the Spring booster vaccine, plus Covid
infection rates locally.
There is also an update on how you will receive the
£150 rebate to help with energy bills.
In Epping Forest, the Bluebells are out and there's
an opportunity to meet people from the Epping
Forest Heritage Trust in late April.
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We are still looking for a volunteer to help manage
our lists of Loughton Life deliverers. Perhaps you
could help?

Local News
Epping Forest

Thank you for supporting LRA, which is 100% run
by volunteers locally. On Thursday May 5th there
are elections to the District Council and once we
again we ask that you vote LRA.
You can always contact us by email
at contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk to raise an
issue, to give your views, or to offer help.

Your LRA
LRA Website

LRA on Twitter

LRA on Facebook

Contact LRA
Links not working? Read
the online version

LRA News
Call to review changes to the timing of the Traps Hill car park
charges

At a recent full District Council meeting, LRA Cllr Chris Pond called on the Council to
reconsider the new start time for parking charges in the Traps Hill car park as it’s
where the Staples Road School walking bus starts (or will start - it’s in abeyance at
present as the Head is applying for a school street zone). Chris said that it was one
thing to revise the fees but changing the start time to 8am was unacceptable. Not

only is there a special arrangement for the walking bus, but the later start for
charging for parking was also originally agreed for the benefit of early users of
Loughton Leisure Centre.
The Conservative Portfolioholder, Cllr Sam Kane, acknowledged that the
arrangement should have been taken into account; he said that he had to be very
careful because making exceptions for one opens the gates for making exceptions to
others (we agree, but this arrangement is a long-standing one which has not led to
any such problems in the past).

Lidl,140 Church Hill

In our last news email, we reported that local residents had told us that Lidl were
taking deliveries long outside their permitted hours.
LRA Plans Group (LRAPG) reported the matter to the District Council. Lidl
management have now apologised for the deliveries and say this was an error on
their part and they have reviewed it to ensure moving forward they do not have any
issues. With regards to the Sunday delivery, they said this was a delivery coming
from one of their other warehouses and again they apologised for the error. They
have also spoken to the store team with regards to delivery times to ensure they do
not accept any deliveries outside of the window.
LRAPG will continue to monitor for compliance.

The Gardeners Arms, York Hill

The District Council Licensing sub-committee sat from 10.30am to 3pm on April 19th
to discuss the review of the premises licence for the above. LRAPG was represented
by Judith Walker, and LRA Cllrs Chris Pond, Bob and Judy Jennings were there.
After a long catalogue of complaints by residents living very near the pub, of antisocial behaviour, noise and disturbance during 2020 and 2021, the District Council
Community Resilience Team launched the Review in February this year.
Some other residents in the vicinity of the pub supported it and said further
restrictions were unnecessary. Both sides had legal representation, with the
residents very near the pub represented by Loughton barrister Gary Grant.
In the end, and after a lengthy adjournment, a compromise was adopted by the panel
(none of the Cllrs on this panel came from Loughton) which provided that:
The outside seating area be restricted to 30 persons, on the stone terrace built
in 1966, and not on the area expanded more recently into the frontage where
cars used to park.
The outside areas of the premises to be cleared of customers by 9pm.
After 9pm customers shall only be permitted to be in the outside part of the
premises for smoking.
Comprehensive CCTV surveillance to be installed.
Staff actively to challenge raucous behaviour.
A dispersal policy was to be agreed.
Recorded music levels to be restricted and there to be none played on the
outside area.
The management had already agreed to change the designated premises
supervisor plus a number of associated restrictions.
Chris spoke as County Cllr and commented that he certainly did not want to see the
pub closed down, but that he hoped the new licence would balance things between
the needs of residents living very close by, and the reasonable viability of the pub.

Our town and our Forest is under threat. LRA always defends your amenities and
our environment. More
See who your candidates are here.
Look for the LRA symbol on the ballot paper. If you registered for postal voting, your
ballot papers should arrive shortly.

Essex County Council Libraries Plan

At a meeting earlier this week, the Council adopted its new Plan – see here (item 5)
LRA comment: While this is a major improvement on the Council’s first set of
proposals, LRA will be watching closely how Loughton and Debden Libraries are
affected. We are still concerned that the Council may seek to redevelop the Loughton
Library building into a ground-floor library with flats on top (their earlier proposals on
this were wholly out-of-character for the area).

Bin Collection Saved!

Over Easter the District Council refuse collection vehicle was unable to reach Coles
Green because of utility works. Residents contacted LRA Cllr Caroline Pond who
alerted the Council's relevant manager, who sent a smaller Biffa vehicle to empty 14
residual bins. This was done at 10am on Easter Sunday, much to the surprise of
residents!

Getting the Lights at Roadworks Fixed

The traffic lights controlling traffic at Thames
Water's roadworks at the junction of Burney Drive
and Colebrook Lane were out of order at the start
of the Easter weekend. The result was none of the
drivers approaching this dangerous junction from
four different directions had any idea of who had
priority.
LRA Cllr Carol Davies tried to contact all the
parties involved from Thames Water, Murphy the
contractor and finally County Highways, all with no
joy. Either they were shut, didn’t pick up the phone
at all or their phone systems were not working to
redirect urgent calls.
Carol eventually found a way through to the County Council and persuaded them
that the problem would become a big news story if it were not sorted out quickly.

The lights were fixed soon afterwards and disaster was averted. Carol is still keeping
an eye out in case this happens again.

Could you help manage our
rota of newsletter
deliverers?
We produce five editions of Loughton Life each
year. We need someone to maintain the lists of the
volunteers who deliver them across the town
(other people receive the copies, split them up into
individual delivery rounds and distribute them).

To find out more, please contact David at david.linnell@LoughtonResidents.co.uk or
07958 984278 for a no-obligation chat.

Covid-19/Coronavirus

More from the government and advice from
the NHS
Vaccine information for Essex
Read more on getting a vaccine.
Book online or call 119 free of charge.
Find a walk-in vaccination clinic. Currently there is no walk-in centre in
Loughton.
A spring booster of the vaccine is available to people aged 75 and over,
people who live in a care home for older people, or people aged 12 and over
who have a weakened immune system. Appointments are available from the
National Booking Service. More

Children aged 5 to 11 are now eligible for the vaccine. Parents and guardians
can now book – see here for more
information and to book online.

If you live in Essex and need help to book an
appointment, phone 0344 2573 961 (open 10am to 4pm, local rate).

Getting Tested
Free testing for Covid has ended for most people. You may still be able to get free
rapid lateral flow tests if you work for the NHS or in social care, are going into
hospital, or you’re at high risk of getting seriously ill from Covid. More

Local Infection Rates
Infection rates locally have been about 5080 infections reported per day recently. The local
data for Epping Forest is here, along with this
interactive map.

Planning and Licensing
Read more on our website about Planning and Licensing, the role of the LRA Plans
Group (LRAPG), how to get more information and how to comment to the Town
Council and the District Council, and to the LRA Plans Group – please have your
say.

Loughton Clinic, 115 High Road

It is proposed to change the use from a Clinic to a two bed flat with garden with
two parking spaces.
LRA Plans Group (LRAPG) has objected to the loss of the clinic. There are not
enough GPs or services such as the heart clinic in Loughton. With the increase in the
number of residential units being allowed in Loughton (such as the hundreds of
homes at Lucton’s Field and the middle site on Borders Lane), demand is only going
to go up. No justification has been given for the loss of the use. LRAPG feels the
owner should market the premises for a similar use and show evidence of what
reasonable attempts, including rental details, have been made before considering its
loss.
LRAPG also consider this building is being butchered for very poor accommodation
deficient of a reasonable standard of amenity. One of the planned bedrooms has no
natural light which is contrary to the standards set out in the BRE Guidance on
Daylight and Sunlight. The other bedroom faces a busy road which is highly
undesirable. The living room is also poorly lit, facing onto another building.
This application proposes an additional dwelling which means more car pollution and
a subsequent impact on the air quality to the Epping Forest Special Area of
Conservation (SAC). The additional dwelling will also result in more pressure for the

overstressed recreational services and subsequent damage to the SAC. The current
proposed solution to bring in a Clean Air Zone (CAZ) in 2025 is not guaranteed to
happen and in any event does not stop additional cars associated with new dwellings
from polluting the SAC before the CAZ is brought into operation.
The District Council have now refused permission for this application. Reference
EPF/0241/22.

Roads, Parking and Travel
Planned Road Closures
Smarts Lane - the road will be closed until
April 23rd for new connection works by
Thames Water. More
Alderton Hall Lane - the road will be closed
on May 1st for pole replacement works by
Openreach. More
Hilltop Close - the road will be closed on
May 9th for pole installation works by
Openreach. More
St Johns Road - the road will be closed until
April 25th for gas mains replacement works by Cadent. More
Dates can change so check here for the latest updates, and for other planned
roadworks.

Moving Lampposts

Have you ever wondered if you could move or remove a lamppost outside your
property? It is possible but you need permission. More and how to apply

Plan your journeys in Essex

The TravelEssex app has launched! Easy-to-use,
this new free app helps you plan journeys across
the County using train, bus, bike or on foot. Find it
on the Google Play and the Apple App stores.
More

Central Line - Service this Weekend

From 3am on Saturday April 23rd and all day on
Sunday April 24th there will be no service between
Woodford and Epping, including the Night Tube
between Woodford and Loughton on Saturday.
Check here for the latest updates.
Rail replacement bus services will run.

This is in addition to overnight strikes on the Central and Victoria lines every Friday
and Saturday until Sunday June 19th. More

Planned overnight closures to M25, M11
and all associated slip and link roads
The London-bound carriageway of the M11
between Junction 6 (M25 Junction 27) and
Junction 4 (A406).
The anti-clockwise carriageway of the M25
between Junction 30 (A13) and Junction 25
(A10).
The clockwise carriageway of the M25 between Junction 26 (A121) and
Junction 30 (A13).
All slip and link roads leading to and from these lengths of carriageway.
The work is expected to last for the next 11 months and will involve barrier,
carriageway, drainage, electrical, bridge inspections and other works. The overnight
closures will take place between (maximum periods): Mondays to Thursdays – 10pm
to 5.30am; Fridays – 11pm to 6am; Saturdays – 10pm to 6am; Sundays – 10.30pm
to 5.30am. Traffic affected by the closures will be diverted via other junctions of the
M11 and the M25 or by using the A10, A12, A104, A121, A127, A128 and the A406.

Police, Fire and Crime
Police activity in March

This infographic (click to enlarge) shows a
snapshot of policing activity within the Epping
Forest District, which included:
68 road traffic collisions and 16 mental
health incidents attended;
40 missing people, 239 domestic abuse
incidents and 139 antisocial behaviour
reports investigated;
298 intelligence reports completed;
49 stop and searches performed;
and 97 crimes solved.
March saw Officers conduct foot patrol around
transport hubs and hotspot areas in a bid to tackle violence against women and girls,
and a continuation of Road Policing Operations involving speed checks and driver
checks to reduce serious and fatal road collisions on our roads.

Question the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner

Want to know how police and fire services are keeping people safe in Epping Forest?
Residents can put their questions to Roger Hirst, Police, Fire and Crime
Commissioner for Essex at a meeting taking place between 7pm and 8pm on May
12th. Further details to follow soon. More.

Missing people

Essex Police receive an average of 23 calls per
day to report missing people. Find out what
happens when a person is reported missing and
how they find them.

Are you willing to challenge the Police to
help them improve?

Are you from a diverse community and want a say
on policing? Are you passionate about voicing the
needs and concerns of your community? If the
answers are “yes”, your local Independent
Advisory Group (IAG) may be the platform for you. Be part of a two-way conversation
with your local police to discuss significant incidents, influence policy and procedure
and give feedback on other policing matters. More

Don’t put up with anti-social driving

Officers seized this quad bike over the weekend
after it was seen being driven in an anti-social
manner in Loughton. If you have information in
relation to off-road anti-social driving, call the police
on 101 (or 999 if it's an emergency), or use their
website chat facility. Alternatively, if you wish to
remain
anonymous,
report
on
the CrimeStoppers website or phone 0800 555
111.

Council News
Loughton Town Council events

Click to enlarge

Council Tax energy rebate

The Government has asked the District Council to make a one-off payment of
£150 to eligible households help households with rising energy costs. The £150
rebate is for households in Council Tax property Bands A to D. It is based on
information at 1 April. Payments will be made in 2 ways:
if you pay your Council Tax by Direct Debit, the payment of £150 will be made
direct to the bank account that is held on your Council Tax account, before the
end of April.
if you don’t pay your Council Tax by Direct Debit, the Council will contact you
during May to ask for your bank details. Please respond promptly to make sure
your payment isn’t delayed.
The District Council will publish further updates here.

Ukraine Crisis - How to Help

The most effective way you can support the
Ukraine Humanitarian operation is to donate
online to the Disasters Emergency Committee
(DEC) – an umbrella organisation for the many
registered charities delivering aid to the millions of
people who have been forced to flee their homes.
The Essex Support for Ukrainian Families Hub where you can donate items is open
at the District Council Offices from 11am until 7pm, from Tuesday to Saturday. Read
more on what you can donate and how you can sponsor a Ukrainian person or
family.

Safeguarding children

The County Council has a significant responsibility to safeguard children, but
probably few residents appreciate what’s involved. You can find out more here, which
gives the Essex Safeguarding Children Board report to the Council’s People and
Families Policy and Scrutiny Committee.

Successful Youth Council candidates

The Epping Forest Youth Council is a successful
venture by the District Council aimed at involving
local youth in the democratic process, and in giving
the Council useful feedback on the views of the
younger generation. Recently, fresh elections were
held; 4,560 secondary school students in Loughton
and the rest of the District voted for 34 candidates aged 12-17, who were contesting
25 seats. See the winners here.

RideLondon

RideLondon 2022 is a mass participation bicycle event which will be coming through
Loughton on Sunday 29 May 2022. Access in and out of Loughton and surrounding
areas will be very restricted.
More on road closure information.
There’s more than one way to take part in RideLondon
Would you like to be a part of RideLondon but don’t fancy getting the bike out of the
shed? Then become a volunteer! Soak up the energy and atmosphere of the event

and give something back. Register your interest
online here.

On your bikes!
As part of the forthcoming RideLondon weekend
(28th and 29th May), lots of activities are on
offer. They include
an expanded Cycling 4 Health programme across the District,
Bikeability sessions for local children,
family and women-only bike rides, and
bike maintenance workshops.
Local schools will receive Activation Packs to encourage pupils to get involved in the
cycling festival itself and the District`s Leisure Centres are facilitating competitions,
challenges and cycling themed activities.
During the event’s time in Surrey (2013 to 2019), nearly £5 million was granted to a
wide range of organisations in the local community. Grants from the London
Marathon Charitable Trust will be available this time to local Third Sector
organisations to help them create activities and involvement. Full details of the event.

Local News
Essex Book Festival

At Loughton Library (Traps Hill) on Thursday June
23rd, between 7-8pm Elodie Harper will discuss
her book House with the Golden Door.
It describes the life of a courtesan in Pompeii as
glittering, yet precarious... Amara has escaped her life as a slave in the town's most
notorious brothel, but now her existence depends on the affections of her patron: a
man she might not know as well as she once thought.
More, including how to book your place.

More security around your home?

Voluntary Action Epping Forest (VAEF) has been operational since 1993 and is an
independent charity which also runs a diverse range of community projects including
a befriending service, volunteer centre, gardening, benefits advice for housebound
residents, supported volunteering and day activities specifically for people with
learning disabilities.
They provide a Handyperson scheme for elderly and disabled homeowners in Epping
Forest with a subsidised handyperson who is able to complete odd jobs in and
outside of a clients home to ensure they remain at home safely.
Examples of work carried out by the scheme include fitting of keysafes, changing
lightbulbs, fitting security lights, changing locks, building flat pack furniture, fixing
shelving to walls, fitting new curtains / blinds, repairing fences and gates, moving
furniture, fitting grab rails and much more.
This service is available to all private property owners in the Epping Forest District
who are over 60, disabled or in receipt of benefits.

Following funding from Loughton Town Council, a subsidy is currently in place for
Loughton residents allowing them to make use of a reduction in service
charges. Pricing will revert to normal once this subsidy has finished.
All works are carried out by VAEF's police-checked community handyman.
Call 07529 222862 or email admin@vaef.org.uk for a quote for works. Council
tenants can access a free service by calling Qualis on 0333 2300464. For more
information about VAEF and its services please visit the website or call 01992
910701.

Health and Wellbeing
Health and Wellbeing

Read an update on progress with the new Princess Alexandra Hospital, Harlow

Epping Forest
Meet the Epping Forest Heritage Trust in person

The Trust is setting up a stall at Butler’s Retreat on Rangers Road on Thursday April
28th and on Friday April 29th from 9am to 11am. They would love to hear your
stories about why you love Epping Forest. They will be there for a chat and to share
ideas about the many ways you can get involved. More

And More
Bluebells in the Forest

Mark Dine, with support from the Epping Forest
Forum and Paul Morris, has produced a guide to
where you can see bluebells locally.
Image: Mark Dine

Need impartial advice on money or pension matters?

MoneyHelper provides joined-up money and pensions guidance to make it quicker
and easier for you to find the right help; it brings together the support and services of
three Government-backed financial guidance providers: the Money Advice Service,
the Pensions Advisory Service and Pension Wise.

Have you inadvertently bought a dangerous electrical product?

You can find all the latest recall listings on the Electrical Safety First website here.
Have you registered your products? This makes it easy for manufacturers to get in
touch with you if it turns out that an item you've bought is somehow faulty or

dangerous.

Thank you for supporting LRA. Our next Loughton News email is due to be issued Friday
May 13th although that date could change.

Get more from LRA and keep up with what's
happening between issues of Loughton News
For all our Tweets, past issues of Loughton

For the latest news and items of interest:

News and Loughton Life, and more

You don't need to be registered for either

1. If you find any links not working or anything else is wrong let us know at
loughtonnews@LoughtonResidents.co.uk. Links to on other websites are beyond our control and
may not work over time.
2. LRA gives no warranty about, and will take no responsibility for, items or services offered –
purchasers/users should make their own enquiries, and will be acting at their own risk.
We can be contacted at contact@LoughtonResidents.co.uk
To update your membership details, email membership@LoughtonResidents.co.uk
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