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LRA's Loughton News
21 May 2021

Firstly, thank you to everyone who voted for LRA
candidates on May 6th, when residents
resoundingly supported our teams of impressive
candidates in every Loughton ward. Our
appreciation is due to all the LRA volunteers who
helped, with a big vote of thanks to Michael
Benbow for his Herculean efforts over the month
and a half of the election campaign. 
 
We welcome our new Cllrs and our website has
links to the results, with a summary below. Chris
Pond scored a well-deserved 66% of the votes for
the County Council’s Central Division, where he
will be leading the Non-Aligned Group (NAG) and
the Opposition. Caroline Pond and Rose Brookes
held their District Council seats with two-thirds of
the votes cast and all our other District candidates
received over half the votes cast. All our Town
Council candidates were elected. 
 
There is also news on the long running saga of the
Pyrles Lane nursery site, and even more
development the District Council are planning
outside of Loughton but close to the Forest. 
 
News from the Forest includes a night time closure
of the High Beach car park and Manor Road to
deter antisocial behaviour (ASB). Also here is what
happening after reports of ASB on The Broadway
and what you can do. 
 
The latest update on Covid vaccines locally is
included, and with Covid restrictions easing, places
like the High Beach Visitor Cente, the National
Jazz Archive and Epping Forest Museum are also
opening. 
 
We are also looking for some help with distribution
of Loughton Life in Forest ward - can you help? 
 
You can always contact us by email
at contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk to raise an
issue, to give your views, or to offer help.
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We welcome our new Cllrs - you can find out more about them on our website. 
 

 
 
We also wish to thank those Cllrs who didn't stand this time for their efforts for the
town: Jill Angold-Stephens, Amy Beales, Tessa Cochrane, Mark Dalton, Kevin
Latchford, John Mahoney, Adam Omer, Stephen Pewsey and Debra Roberts. 
 
Thank you also to Ian Allgood for his gallant (although unsuccessful) effort to gain
the County Council seat in Loughton South and Buckhurst Hill for LRA.

County Council elections – LRA in the lead
 
For some years, LRA Cllr Chris Pond has been leading the small group of
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Independent Non-aligned Group (the NAG) of Cllrs on the County Council. This
numbered 7 in April. Under the Council’s rules, membership of a group of cllrs is
essential for Chris and the other Independent Cllrs to be included as members of
various Council committees; these are where much of the real work of the Council is
done. 
  
As result of the recent elections, the Conservatives retained their majority of seats.
However, the new NAG (10 Cllrs) is now larger than the Liberal Democrat group (8
Cllrs) and the Labour group (5 Cllrs); this means that Chris has become Leader of
the 'Opposition' on the Council. Coincidentally, it came 40 years to the day since
Howard Kleyn took his seat at Chelmsford as the first LRA Cllr. 
  
Chris commented that NAG’s members hold a wide range of views, but are united as
champions of localism, and opponents of any political party dogma that might
adversely affect residents. Chris stressed that the new situation in no way restricts
him in acting, as he as always done, to look after Loughton’s interests. He will
continue to oppose the Conservative administration when they get things wrong, and
to support them when they get matters right.

Election Results in your Ward
Here are the percentage of votes cast for LRA candidates in each ward. Turnout
ranged between 19% and 40% across the wards. 
 
County Council
 
Loughton Central 
(Alderton + Fairmead + St
John’s + St Mary’s wards)

Chris Pond 66%

 
District Council
 
Alderton Chidi Nweke 59%

Broadway Michael Owen 54%

Fairmead David Wixley 63%

Forest Jayna Jogia 56%

Roding Rose Brookes 67%

St John's Caroline Pond 68%

St Mary's Judy Jennings 63%
 
Town Council
 

Alderton Philip Abraham, Katie Valentine, Michael
Stubbings 81%

Broadway Kevin Rainbow, Les House, Philip Beales 78%

Fairmead Carol Davies, Will Kauffman, Sebastian
Fontenelle 92%

Forest Stella Murphy, Trevor Downing, Jon Riley 78%

Roding Rose Brookes, David Wixley, Neil MacKinnon 58%

St John's Chris Pond, Caroline Pond, Michael Owen 88%

St Mary's Judy Jennings, Barbara Cohen, Graham
Wiskin 83%

 



Next members’ Loughton Life newsletter
We are looking forward to being able to produce a members-only newsletter in July. 

 
However, our long-standing organiser for Forest ward is standing down, so we need
someone to receive the copies, to split them into the individual delivery rounds, and

to drop them off to the dozen or so deliverers. 
 

If you could help, or for more information, 
please email david.linnell@loughtonresidents.co.uk

New District Local Plan
The  Local Plan Major Modifications paper is due to be issued for consultation
shortly. LRA will have to check very carefully that promised changes are included,
and that nothing inimical Loughton's interests has been slipped in. 
 
More background on our website.

Fairview Homes developments on Borders Lane: 
Lucton's Field and the College Middle Site
While we await the Planning Inspector’s decisions on Fairview Homes’ appeals
against the non-determination of their proposals for Lucton’s Field and the Middle
Site (Borders Lane), we have been encouraged by a press report on another of their
developments in Garston (Hertfordshire), which had been turned down by the local
council. A Planning Inspector, in turning down Fairview’s Homes appeal against the
council’s decision, said “In terms of the characteristics of context, identity, built form
and homes and buildings the proposal would fail to be a well-designed place” and
“this proposal would be poor design that harms the character and appearance of the
area”. View the full document here under 'Appeal Dismissed'. 
 
These are comments which the LRA Plans Group (LRAPG) thinks apply equally to
Fairview’s Borders Lane development proposals.

Loughton Library
As we have reported previously, Loughton
Library is planned to be demolished and
replaced by a much smaller library and no
doubt a very big block of flats. How big, the
County Council won't say. From what we
heard on the doorsteps, there will be a huge
outcry on this, and they are intending to do a
postal questionnaire.
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Antisocial behaviour (ASB) in The Broadway
Following reports of ASB in The Broadway, LRA Cllr Chris Pond raised the situation
with our local Inspector, Tom Mitchell. Tom replied to say that the Community Policing
Team, specials and central resources team will be doing extra patrols along The
Broadway and also targeting the offenders with the District Council. Please keep
reporting any incidents on 999 as they happen to, give the police a chance of arriving
in time, or on 101 or at the Essex Police website. 
 
If there is non-violent ASB, and if you have previously reported similar ASB to Epping
Forest District Council, you can escalate matters by asking for a Community Trigger
(this is a review of how ASB has been dealt with and will have an impact on how it is
dealt with in the future).

Development of Pyrles Lane Nursery site
The proposed development on this site has long been a matter of concern to local
residents, and to LRAPG. A resident recently overheard personnel on site saying that
the previously-agreed scheme for a modest development was to be intensified to 75
or 80 flats, and let LRA Cllr Chris Pond know. At a recent District Council meeting,
Chris asked the Cabinet Member (Cllr Patel) if this was true, but Cllr Patel declined to
answer. 
 
This is a long-running saga. The subject was in fact raised in the third newsletter of
the infant LRA, dated April 1981, when a scheme was reported for 12 houses with
garages, and 27 more on an "adjacent field". The field had been compulsorily
purchased by Chigwell Urban District Council for use as allotments, under Allotment
Act powers. Before it can be used for any other purpose, the Council will need to
have obtained the appropriate certificate from the Secretary of State, and we believe
they’ve never done so - this may be why, in the intervening forty years, the land has
remained undeveloped. 
 
Local residents and LRA stopped the development then; LRAPG thinks that intensive
development of this fine site may be just as unacceptable now.

Covid-19/Coronavirus

https://www.essex.police.uk/
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More from the government and advice from
the NHS

Vaccine information for Essex
Information and support on the Covid
vaccine for Essex is online. 
 
You can check current eligibility then use

the National Booking Service or call 119 for an appointment at a vaccination centre.
Or contact your GP and make an appointment.  
 
If you live in Essex and need help to book an appointment you can phone 0344 2573
961 (open 10am to 4pm, local rate). 
 

At the Murray Hall on Borders Lane where
vaccinations have been taking place, local
residents have left their thank you messages on
white boards. A local resident, Asier Jon, made a
video of these which you can view here.

Covid testing for employees of small businesses
All Essex businesses with under 50 employees are now being encouraged to have
their staff regularly tested at their place of work, to prevent the spread of Covid-19
and potential workplace outbreaks. This applies even if staff aren’t showing any
Covid-19 symptoms, but doesn’t apply to staff working from home. It includes training
for staff, and testing kits. 
 
There is financial support available if an individual is required to self-isolate and is
unable to go out to work during the isolation period. More. Any residents who are
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showing Covid-19 symptoms should continue to book a PCR Covid-19 test as
normal.

District Council Support
The District Council has further information and guidance here, plus support for
residents and businesses.

Planning and Licensing

Read more on our website about Planning and Licensing, the role of the LRA Plans
Group (LRAPG), how to get more information and how to comment to the Town
Council and the District Council. 
 
The District Council takes the decisions on planning applications. The application will
be decided upon by a Council Officer or by Cllrs in a District Council Planning
Committee, and residents’ comments on the proposals will be taken into account but
not necessarily agreed with. This is a quasi-legal process, and decisions have to be
taken on planning grounds only, based on the national planning legislation and the
District Local Plan, whatever the views and feelings of the individual Cllrs involved. 
 
If you wish to comment, don't delay. The process is time critical with several stages
along the way. If you wish to make comments please try to submit them before the
deadline set by the Council. Although submissions can be made and have to be
considered up to the time a decision is made, once the statutory deadline has
passed, the application might be determined before your comments are received. 
 
The process for alcohol licensing applications is similar to the process for planning
applications, except that objections must relate to one or more of the four Licensing
Objectives (page 3, section 1.7) and any comments received after the end of the
formal consultation period won’t be taken into account by the District Council.

Pavement licences
As a result of the pandemic, the Government has changed the licensing and planning
rules to make it easier for food retailers to install tables and chairs on public
pavements outside their shops. LRAPG is very happy to support local businesses
where appropriate but there needs to be a balancing act between free flow of
pedestrian traffic, the amenity of nearby residents, visual clutter on the street and the
needs of the businesses. Some outdoor tables and chairs have resulted in multiple
complaints from neighbours over anti-social behaviour and noise in the past.
Adjacent businesses can often complain that tables and chairs push customers
further away from their window displays and impact on their viability. 
 
Woodstock (229 High Road) and Green’s Steakhouse (3 Centric Parade, 200 High
Road) applied for, and were granted, pavement licences under the new rules; in both
cases, LRAPG felt that there was a significant danger that problems would result.
Woodstock had originally applied for 7 tables and 14 chairs.  We will be interested in
hearing from you of any inconveniences caused in
practice (email david.linnell@loughtonresidents.co.uk).

Multitap Gaming Hub, 52 The Broadway
An application has been made to add a hot takeaway to the existing gaming cafe. 
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LRAPG has objected to this application. We are concerned the description of
development provided is misleading because it omits to mention a proposed
ventilation extract at the rear which is clearly shown on the drawings where it would
disperse cooking smells and noise to the detriment of the residents above. LRAPG
consider all flues should discharge their fumes above residents' windows to ensure
they are not affected. Also, the closing time should be 11pm rather than 11:30pm to
stop the further encroachment of later opening in The Broadway. 
 
Application EPF/0818/21. The consultation period runs to June 2nd.

181 High Road (was Cafe Rouge)
An application has been made for a rear extension to the ground floor and relocation
of the external staircase. 
 
LRAPG has objected to this application. The staircase will overlook the adjoining
residential flats and will appear like an incongruous feature from Station Road. No. 9
Station Road has virtually no amenity area around it and would be subject to
considerable disturbance, particularly in the daytime and evening in warmer weather
when windows would be open. The outdoor seating area will be too close to Station
Road and should at best close by 8pm and not open until 8am. 
 
Application EPF/0648/21. The formal consultation period has ended.

76 Algers Road
An application has been made to demolish the existing dwelling with replacement by
a new building consisting of six flats. 
 
LRAPG has objected to this application. The six flats would create more parking
pressure where there is no spare on-street capacity for more cars to park or to
accommodate visitors. The parking is so bad that, should the council be minded to
grant consent, an agreement needs to be secured with the applicant to fund a
Residents Parking Zone for the area. 
 
The extra flats will also increase vehicle pollution in the Epping Forest Special Area
of Conservation (EFSAC). The District Council’s proposed air quality mitigation
solution, possibly including a Clean Air Zone (CAZ) in 2025, is not guaranteed to
happen and in any event won’t stop additional vehicles associated with new
dwellings from polluting the EFSAC before the CAZ is brought into operation. 
 
Application EPF/0861/21. The consultation period runs to June 2nd.

43 Meadow Road
An application has been made to demolish the existing conservatory and erect a two
storey rear extension and change the use from a family dwelling to an HMO (House
in Multiple Occupation). 
 
LRAPG has strongly objected to this application and we have been contacted by
many residents expressing great concern. As the character of Meadow Road is of a
family housing area, the proposed change to eight flats amounts to an unacceptable
intensification of the use of the building and would seriously harm the character of
the street.  
 
This intensification would result in excessive noise and disturbance to the occupiers
of the development and adjoining residents. In addition it is poorly designed for its
occupiers in terms of room size, noise insulation and how the bedrooms and
bathrooms are positioned. 
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There is likely to be a demand for well in excess of eight vehicles associated with this
development plus visitors. Parking is already a problem on Meadow Road and this
will significantly add to the congestion and traffic movement on this road where
residents need room to turn their cars around because it is not a through road. In
addition, the extra flats would result in more vehicle and recreational pollution for the
EFSAC in the same way as that for the application for 76 Algers Road (see item
above).  
 
Application EPF/0861/21. The consultation period runs to May 22nd.

District Council plan more residential developments very near
Epping Forest
The Council is planning to use its property subsidiary, Qualis, to develop 272 homes
in Epping, despite the problems of air pollution this will inevitably cause in the
EFSAC. They are proposing 186 homes on the site nearest to the Forest (St. John’s
Road) and 41 homes alongside the proposed Epping Sports Centre and 45 on the
Civic Offices site. The developments would come with a total of 91 parking spaces,
and building would start between 2023 and 2025. 
 
LRA Plans Group comment: these are (literally) breath-taking proposals for a Council
that has declared a Climate Emergency! There are no air pollution measures yet in
place, only a Council Interim Air Pollution Mitigation Strategy which contains no firm
proposals or timescales. While we're mainly concerned about development proposals
in Loughton, we are also worried about wider developments which would further
worsen the condition of the Forest, and LRAPG will be keeping a close eye on these
proposals. We understand that Epping Town Council and the Epping Society are
opposing these schemes. 
 

Roads, Parking and Travel

Take the DaRT87 bus
Key locations on the main DaRT87 route include:

Epping Forest Shopping Park
Debden station
Theydon Bois (subject to demand)
Epping station
St Margaret’s Hospital
Epping Green
Harlow bus station
Princess Alexandra Hospital

You must register in advance to use this service – this is a government requirement
of Community Transport operators like Epping Forest Community Transport (EFCT).  
 
Usually EFCT charges £15 per year annual membership. As an introductory offer for
the trial, register by May 31st for free annual EFCT membership. More 
 
 

Parking Enforcement levels
The North Essex Parking Partnership (NEPP), in line with the Government’s
roadmap out of lockdown and as restrictions ease and travel increases, is
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now patrolling and enforcing all parking and waiting restrictions,
including single yellow lines. More

Night-time closure of High Beach Car
Park, including highway access on Manor
Road
Last month we reported that the District
Community Safety Partnership had decided to
temporarily close High Beach car park and Manor
Road (using gates) overnight to deter antisocial
behaviour. Details of the formal Traffic Regulation
Order are here. 
 
The County Council would like to know your views on the closure before deciding
whether or not to make it permanent – email them to
TrafficRegulation.Order@essexhighways.org quoting reference TRAF/7554 by 31
October. 

Local traffic schemes approved
At their last meeting, the Local Highways Panel approved the following Loughton
schemes:

LEPP193009 – Willingale Road – zebra crossing;
LEPP182020 – Chigwell Lane junction with Oakwood Hill – traffic
management improvements;
LEPP202013 – Alderton Hill near junction with Alderton Hall Lane – Traffic
calming.

Police and Crime

Local crime statistics
The crime map shows the latest reports of crime and allows you to view their
locations. There were 10 burglaries in Loughton (including Debden) in March -
please check your household and car security and ensure it is fit for purpose as
crime is beginning to rise now we’re on our way out of lockdown and travel is easier. 
 

How you can help
If you see a burglary or theft occurring and the criminals are still there, please ring
999 right-away to give the police a chance at catching them in the act. Once
criminals have left the scene, please dial 101 or report via Live Chat, which you will
find on the Essex Police website. If in doubt, please make a report.

Burglar arrested
On May 4th, a resident reported an attempted burglary underway in the Church Hill
area. After a short pursuit, a man (from Yorkshire!) was arrested in York Hill by
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officers from the Epping Forest Police Community Safety Team and the Local
Policing Team. He was also charged with the fraudulent use of index plates.
 

M11 speeding again
One evening earlier this month, police stopped a vehicle which was travelling at an
excessive speed on the M11 near Loughton. A roadside drugs wipe was performed
and the driver was subsequently arrested on suspicion of drug driving. Enquiries
continue. 
 
In another incident, a driver stopped after driving at 101mph on the M11 in the
Loughton area was found to have no insurance or driving authority. The car was
seized.  
 
Roads Policing Unit officers patrol Essex roads to help to reduce the number of
people killed or seriously injured on our roads. The team use both marked and
unmarked vehicles to target those driving illegally; targeted offences including driving
whilst using a mobile phone, drink and drug driving, driving without wearing a
seatbelt and speeding. Roads Policing Unit officers are usually the first on the scene
to road traffic collisions, and assist in the closing of roads.

Operation Sceptre - preventing serious
crime
Operation Sceptre is daily police activity to tackle
serious violence, particularly knife crime, and to
protect vulnerable people from exploitation. Epping
Forest Special Constables were out on high
visibility patrol across the District on the evenings
of Friday 30th April and Saturday 1st May. A knife
arch was deployed at Loughton Underground
Station, and members of the public were
encouraged to walk through. The arch is used to
help detect any metal items being carried on the
person. Weapons sweeps were also conducted in
the nearby area, but nothing of concern was
located. The team also visited Debden. 
  

Local officers also spent a safety day at New
College, Borders Lane. They were present upon
students’ arrival onto campus to talk to them about
knife crime, and students were encouraged to walk
through knife arches. PC Ashcroft and police dog
Dexter conducted a search of the grounds looking
for any harmful items. Nothing of concern was
found throughout the day. 
  
Following a separate incident, a male found in possession of a knife in Loughton has
been sentenced to 21 weeks in detention. 
  
The police urge residents not to carry weapons; if you know someone who does,
please have a chat and try to stop them.

Police activity in Epping Forest – April
This infographic provides a snapshot of some of the activity of the Operational
Support Group (OSG) in the Epping Forest and Brentwood double policing district
last month. (Click to enlarge) 
 

https://www.essex.police.uk/opsceptre
https://www.facebook.com/EPEppingForest/photos/a.273707649730180/1205913383176264/


OSG officers receive specialist training in public
order, taser deployment, warrant execution and
pursuit management. The team is deployed to assist
in the execution of warrants where officers are
trained to gain entry using a number of different
methods. The team also patrol local communities to
gather intelligence to reduce and detain offenders

within crime hotspots. 
 
In April across the two areas, the OSG contributed:

232 hours patrol activity;
7 arrests;
9 stop and searches;
response for 5 reported incidents;
5 vehicle seizures and
the enforcement of 1 identified breach of COVID regulations.

Don’t be a catalytic converter theft victim
Increasing scrap metal prices have meant increasing thefts. It only takes thieves a
couple of minutes, and although thefts used only to be carried out during the hours of
darkness, they’re happening more and more in broad daylight. See here for how to
protect your vehicle, which vehicles are most at risk, and what to do if you see
anything suspicious happening.

Council News

Civic Award Winners 2021
Our congratulations to the Loughton residents who the District Council has included
in this year’s awards. Among them are Patsy Stow, who was the winner of the award
for Young Citizen of the Year for 2021 and Sonia Lard, who was Highly Commended
in the Citizen of the Year category.

Lettings in the High Road and The Broadway
In December 2019 the District Council purchased the freehold for some properties in
Centric Parade and 202 to 226 High Road Loughton, consisting of 18 retail premises,
office premises and nine residential flats. This parade was hit by the effects of the
Covid lockdown and six shops became vacant and two came to an arrangement for
lower rental costs during this period. As at April 20th, the Council had had offers for
three of the four vacant shops. They also said that the premises on the High Road
were being let or were in the process of being let. As for The Broadway, they had let
six out of seven units in the Landmark building, with the remaining unit under offer; of
the 68 shops on The Broadway, all the shops remained occupied except for one
shop, which was under offer.

New Keep-Fit classes
The District Council is launching a Keep Fit class and a Pilates class at Loughton
Bowls Club, Eleven Acre Rise (off Traps Hill). More.
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Local News

National Jazz Archive Now Open
The Archive (upstairs at Loughton Library,
Traps Hill) is now able to receive visitors
again, but by appointment only. If you would
like to visit the Archive, please contact the
research archivist David Nathan – phone
020 8502 4701 during opening hours, or
email david.nathan@essex.gov.uk. The
Archive welcomes volunteers to work on on-
site projects. If you'd like to find out more about volunteering at the Archive, contact
adavies@nationaljazzarchive.org.uk 
 
Have you got a collection of vinyl records and/or CDs, from a couple of boxes up to a
major collection, that you’d like to be sold to support the Archive? Rabbit Records
can facilitate the sale, with a proportion of the proceeds passed on to benefit the
work and development of the Archive. Contact Scott Nicol at Rabbit Records on
07710 794896 or email sctnicol@gmail.com.

Epping Forest Museum events
The museum has now reopened with a free exhibition on The Boys: Holocaust
Survivors in the Epping Forest District. This poignant exhibition charts the story of
Holocaust survivors sent to Holmehurst Hostel in Loughton and the staff that
supported them. The museum is also opening late until 7:30pm on Tuesdays as a
trial.

Essex Libraries new app
The new My Library app is now available to download (sign in with your library card
number) for Android users and iPhone and iPad users.

Queen’s Awards for Enterprise
A locally-based firm, SJM Alloys & Metals Ltd, has been awarded a Queen’s Awards
for Enterprise for Outstanding Short Term Growth in overseas sales over the last
three years. SJM will be able to fly The Queen’s Awards flag. The company was
established in 1993 and is headquartered in Loughton but has its main operations
base in Rotherham. It is a dealer, processor and recycler of super alloys, specialty
steels and refractory metal scraps.

Nuclear power station in Epping?
The EverythingEppingForest website recently reported on unusual planning
documents placed on the District Council planning website. According to a specially
commissioned report submitted by Cotswold Archaeology with the planning
application for 186 homes on the St John's Road site in Epping, the proposals
include a "new nuclear power station". The report was commissioned by the District
Council’s property subsidiary, Qualis Commercial. The planning applications and
supporting documentation for the three sites - St John's Road (EPF/0917/21), the
current Epping Sports Centre site in Hemnall Street (EPF/0918/21) and the Conder
Building site at the Civic Offices (EPF/0919/21 and EPF/1042/21) - can be found on
the District Council website. 
 
LRA comment: over the last few weeks, the LRA Plans Group has been discovering

https://nationaljazzarchive.org.uk/
mailto:david.nathan@essex.gov.uk
https://nationaljazzarchive.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4d9d595c55abc09e178475b97&id=762644c559&e=7c6f872048
mailto:adavies@nationaljazzarchive.org.uk
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/sctnicol@gmail.com
https://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/museum/museum-reopens-with-its-250th-exhibition/
http://ow.ly/Wye650EFq56
http://ow.ly/Vldc50EFq57
http://www.everythingeppingforest.co.uk/
http://plan1.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/GeneralSearch.aspx


mistakes and missing documents on the District Council planning website in respect
of planning applications in Loughton. The Council is obviously failing to check all
applications thoroughly; however, this latest error brings a little light relief at a time
when Government changes mean there’s little joy to be had in planning matters.

Health and Wellbeing

Whipps Cross Hospital redevelopment
Barts Health NHS Trust has submitted planning
applications (here and here) to Waltham Forest
Council for a brand new hospital at Whipps Cross
and for the wider development of the site, after
construction of the new hospital is completed. The
Local Planning Authority will now undertake a

statutory consultation on the proposals. The background is here. 
 
 
 
 
 

Lifewalks
The District Council is starting its Lifewalks again –
short, graded, accompanied walks for those (fit or
unfit) who’d like to improve their fitness in pleasant
company. Email Karen Murray at
kmurray@eppingforestdc.gov.uk for details.

Activities, face-to-face and on Zoom
Do you fancy being more active and meeting new
people? Have a look at what the District Council
Community Culture & Wellbeing Team can offer.

Epping Forest

https://builtenvironment.walthamforest.gov.uk/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=50439
https://builtenvironment.walthamforest.gov.uk/planning/index.html?fa=getApplication&id=50438
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mailto:kmurray@eppingforestdc.gov.uk
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Visitor Centre at High Beach
The Centre is now open again 10am to 4pm, Friday - Sunday and on bank holidays.

Forest car parks
Following the introduction of car park charging, the City of London will be improving
the maintenance of the main Forest car parks for which charging applies. This will
include vegetation management, sign maintenance and cleanliness.

Parking in Forest carparks
If you use the RingGo app to pay for parking, you may want to check whether or not
you’re also paying for RingGo’s text notifications (to turn these on or off, open the
app, go to My account, Preferences and then Notifications).

Getting to the Forest
Because of the relative remoteness of High Beach, visitors are more likely to arrive
by car. The City of London and the Epping Forest Heritage Trust are working on a
project to define and waymark a pedestrian route to help visitors find a safe route
from Loughton station to High Beach via Forest paths.

Goldings Hill access hub
To encourage residents to access the Forest closer to home, rather than to drive to a
car park, the Conservators intend to create a local access hub in the Goldings Hill
area. This will include improved waymarking and more clearly defined paths as well
as local promotion to encourage more sustainable visiting. This is a test project to
assess whether car use can be discouraged.

Baldwins Pond dam
The Department of Built Environment is developing plans to respond to leaks in this
substantial dam (north-west of Baldwins Hill). Tree works are likely to be needed to
open the main route chosen for the works and if all goes smoothly this will be
undertaken during late summer this year. Work on the dam itself is scheduled to
begin in summer 2022.

Deer - Vehicle Collisions
Epping Forest staff dealt with a total of four deer vehicle collisions during February.

19/02/2021 - A104, 50m North Wake Valley Car Park, Fallow Buck
22/02/2021 - Stable Shaw, Woodredon, Fallow Doe
22/02/2021 - Opposite Theydon Golf Course, Fallow Buck
27/02/2021 - Piercing Hill, Muntjac Buck.

Biodiversity
2020 was an exceptional year for fungi, with over 300 species recorded, including a
number of rare species which have not been seen in the Forest for many years. 22
species were new to the Forest; one was new to the UK and another awaits DNA
confirmation to see if it is also a new species for the country, or even Europe. 
 



These records reinforce the national importance of the Forest for fungal communities
and the study of mycology and further emphasise the need to protect the Forest from
air pollution, which is having an adverse impact on the balance of fungi species in the
soil and significantly reducing tree health. More (items 21 & 22).

Effect of Covid-19
In February, Forest Services staff started detailed recording of damage to the fabric
of the Special Area of Conservation, following the huge increase in recreational
pressure since the first lockdown. They found verges damaged by increased vehicle
parking and Forest Operations staff conducted a stratified sample survey of Forest
compartments and the trampling damage along paths and rides.

City of London seeks High Court injunction
If granted the injunction would confirm the power of arrest by Forest constables and
would render anyone arrested for contravening the injunction in contempt of court. It
is designed to tackle ASB in the Forest and also to remove the right to park within
45m from the forest boundary which has existed up until now.

Cattle grazing in the Forest
The Rare Breeds Survival Trust (RBST), impressed by the Epping Forest Grazing
Project, is engaging in a partnership with Epping Forest to support conservation
grazing and the use of English Longhorn cattle. They have obtained funding to buy
50 GPS NoFence cattle collars and associated equipment, which will allow the
positive benefits of grazing management to be applied to a greater area of the Forest
and will replace the previous containment system which has been used to enable
grazing for the last 10 years. 
 

Habitat Works
Around 120 new pollards created over the last 10 years have been given a second
re-pollarding. They can be seen on Ditches ride, Grimston’s Oak ride and Almshouse
Plain (pollarding involves cutting trees at about shoulder height, above the level of
browsing by animals such as deer). The pollarded trees re-shoot at this height,
producing new wood for future cutting. Pollarding is why there are so many ancient
trees at Epping Forest, as it has been used here for many, many years. 
 

And More

Could a spring clean save your life?
This month, Essex County Fire and Rescue
Service is encouraging everyone to tidy their
escape routes to ensure they are clear if needed in
an emergency, and to make sure their family
knows how to get out, stay out, and call 999 in the
event of a fire. More 
 

The Service is also urging residents to test their smoke alarms. Working smoke
alarms are regularly the heroes in a fire, giving people the warning they need to get
out of their home in time. The Service recommends you have at least one smoke

https://democracy.cityoflondon.gov.uk/documents/s151756/SEF%2019-21%20Supers%20Update%20February%20-%20March%202021%20Committee%20Report%20v3.pdf
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/assets/Green-Spaces/epping-forest-injunction-claim.pdf
https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/news/Could_a_spring_clean_save_your_life/


alarm on every level of the house and that you test them at least once a month. If
they’re not working, you can contact the Home Fire Safety team for advice.

Bluebells
Here are six things you may not know about bluebells from the National Trust.

Thank you for supporting LRA. Our next Loughton News email is due to be issued
Saturday June 12th although that date could change.

Get more from LRA and keep up with what's
happening between issues of Loughton News

1. If you find any links not working or anything else is wrong let us know at
loughtonnews@LoughtonResidents.co.uk. Links on other websites are beyond our control and
may not work over time.

2. LRA gives no warranty about, and will take no responsibility for, items or services offered –
purchasers/users should make their own enquiries, and will be acting at their own risk.

 
We can be contacted at contact@LoughtonResidents.co.uk 
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