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Firstly, thank you to everyone who voted for LRA
candidates on May 5th, when residents elected all
the LRA District Council candidates that stood for
election. Our appreciation is due to all the LRA
volunteers who helped. More below.
On the roads, there are proposals to update the
traffic signals at the corner of the High Road and
The Drive, and the red lines parking restrictions in
the Forest are being relaxed to allow parking over
the winter months.
The dedicated police team for Epping Forest is
getting another constable, and the Loughton
Wombles are looking for futher volunteers and a
co-ordinator.
Over the next few months, there are various events
around Epping Forest; RideLondon at the end of
May (so watch out for road closures), and a
beacon will be lit on June 2nd on the Hillyfields
Open Space to mark the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.
We are still looking for a volunteer to help manage
our lists of Loughton Life deliverers. Perhaps you
could help?
You can always contact us by email
at contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk to raise an
issue, to give your views, or to offer help.
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LRA News
Election 2022

LRA offered great candidates for the May 5th
elections and they were all elected. In summary,
residents across our town voted for:
Loughton Ward Candidate
Alderton

% of vote

LRA Independent 63.7%

Broadway

LRA Independent 61.7%

Fairmead

LRA Independent 68.3%

Forest

LRA Independent 62.2%

St John's

LRA Independent 67.0%

St Mary's

LRA Independent 68.3%

In Roding Ward, Stephen Murray, Independent, was returned with 82.7% of the vote.
A more detailed picture of all of the results can be seen here.
Residents trust LRA Independent Councillors to speak for them. LRA is 100% run by
volunteers. But we need many more people to help make LRA sustainable and
successful in future. Please email us or call Michael on 020 8508 4457 or Chris on
020 8508 2361.

In The Dark (Still)

In December we reported that over half the street lamps in the busiest part of the
High Road are "dead". This is apparently because the design of the luminaires (the
entire light fixture including the lamps) is obsolete (they were installed in 2003) and
cannot easily be replaced by LEDs. At the time LRA Cllr Chris Pond raised this
with the County Highways Portfolio Holder, Cllr Lee Scott.
At a recent full meeting of the County Council, LRA Cllr Chris Pond raised this
problem again. Cllr Scott responded that he would deal with the problem.

Colson Road/Colson Path Streetlights

Residents have reported street lights that have been broken for some months in the
area. LRA Cllr Chris Pond has followed this up with the County Council. However, in
one case a concrete column has been found to be structurally unsound, and it has to
be replaced with a modern lamp column. This will take some time and will also have
to be connected by UK Power Networks.

Mental Health of Children and Young People

The Non-aligned Group of Cllrs on the County Council (of which LRA Cllr Chris Pond
is Leader), in a major motion at a recent full meeting of the County Council, raised
concerns about the mental health of children and young people resulting from
bullying and the legacy of lockdowns. This originated from concerns in Uttlesford, but
Chris has since been told this problem applies in Epping Forest including in
Loughton.

Ward boundaries in Epping Forest

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is asking for your views
on their electoral review of Epping Forest District Council. The review will agree new
ward boundaries across the council. LGBC has not yet proposed any new wards,
however it has proposed 54 councillors, rather than the current 58.
Do you have suggestions about where your ward boundaries should be?
Where do people in your area go to access local facilities, such as shops and
leisure activities?
Which areas do you identify as your local community?

You can have you say online until July 18th.
LRA Comment: We think that it’s very important that as far as possible ward
boundaries are drawn around areas that residents will recognise as local
communities, and that wards don’t artificially link parts of Loughton and with parts of
surrounding communities (as is the case for County Council election boundaries).

Could you help manage our
rota of newsletter
deliverers?
We produce five editions of Loughton Life each
year. We need someone to maintain the lists of the
volunteers who deliver them across the town
(other people receive the copies, split them up into
individual delivery rounds and distribute them).

To find out more, please contact David at david.linnell@LoughtonResidents.co.uk or
07958 984278 for a no-obligation chat.

Covid-19/Coronavirus

More from the government and advice from
the NHS
Vaccine information for Essex
Read more on getting a vaccine. It’s never too late to come forward for your first,
second or booster dose of the vaccine. You do not need to be registered with a GP
and can use a walk in centre or book an appointment, or call 119 for more help
(translators are available into different languages on request).
A spring booster of the vaccine is available to people aged 75 and over,
people who live in a care home for older people, or people aged 12 and over

who have a weakened immune system. Appointments are available from the
National Booking Service. More and Frequently Asked Questions on the spring
booster.
Children aged 5 to 11 are now eligible for the
vaccine. Parents and guardians can now
book – see here for more information.
If you live in Essex and need help to book an
appointment, phone 0344 2573 961 (open 10am to
4pm, local rate).

Planning and Licensing
Read more on our website about Planning and Licensing, the role of the LRA Plans
Group (LRAPG), how to get more information and how to comment to the Town
Council and the District Council, and to the LRA Plans Group – please have your
say.

Specsavers, 231 High Road

Specsavers have applied for retrospective planning permission for an air conditioning
unit which they erected without consent. LRAPG has been alerted it is disturbing
nearby residents.
LRAPG has objected to the planning application to retain the unit because the
acoustic report is wholly inadequate; it does not go into any detail about the noise
generated from the unit or the existing background noise acoustics.
The residents on Priory Road will still be severely affected by the plant and the
Council’s officers have been urged to make an inspection of these properties so they
can measure the sound before agreeing to any more equipment on the roof. LRAPG
consider the units need to be encased with an acoustic screen to protect the amenity
of nearby residents.
Reference EPF/0654/22. The formal consultation period ended May 3rd, but you can
still comment to the Council.

46 Pyrles Lane

This is an application for a change of use from a vacant shop (Class E) to takeaway
(Sui Generis) with the installation of an extractor flue to the rear and a new shopfront.
This was Martin's Newsagents which closed some time ago.
Whilst it is disappointing that the unit is being changed to another takeaway in
Loughton, LRAPG consider this is better than leaving it vacant.
Reference EPF/0627/22. The formal consultation period ended April 30th, but you
can still comment to the Council.

Roads, Parking and Travel
Upgrade for the junction of the High
Road and The Drive/Brooklyn Avenue

The County Council is proposing the following:
1. To refurbish the three sets of traffic signals
and pedestrian crossings at this junction to
Extra Low Voltage (ELV) technology as part of the refurbishment of traffic
signal technology across Essex. The traffic signal poles will be fitted with nearsided pedestrian signals (not far-sided signals).
2. The crossings will remain in the same location, except for Brooklyn Avenue,
where it will be relocated 2.4 metres southeast from its current location to
ensure that the new installation is to current standards. The double yellow
lines are to be repositioned and reinstated either side of the crossing.
More on Essex Highways website, including a plan, public notice and the reasons for
the proposals.
Comments can be emailed to Essex Highways by May 27th quoting reference
TRAF/7827.
This upgrade is separate to the addition of red lines to Brooklyn Avenue/Priory
Road/The Drive that we reported in a previous news email. More details here (map
on p16).

Double Red Lines in the Forest

The North Essex Parking Partnership (NEPP) are in the process of converting the
double red lines to single red lines. These will be operable between April and
October only, with no restrictions in the winter. NEPP hope to complete this by the
end of June.

New Parking Restrictions and Zones

As we reported in our March 11th news email, NEPP have
proposed new parking restrictions and zones in Loughton. These
are awaiting signoff from senior NEPP management; however July
and August have been earmarked for putting them in place.

Planned Road Closures
Smarts Lane - the road will be closed until May 16th for new connection works
by Thames Water. More
Church Lane - the road will be closed May 17th and 18th for works by
Openreach. More
Alderton Hall Lane - the road will be closed on May 29th for pole replacement
works by Openreach. More
Dates can change so check here for the latest updates, and for other planned
roadworks.

Roadworks in March

In Epping Forest District, County Highways repaired 22 potholes, fixed 12 pavement
defects, didn’t clear any drains and fixed 161 streetlights.

Difficulties in using public transport?

On the Transport for London website, you can find details about:
planning a step-free journey on the network
wheelchair access
avoiding stairs
ordering a “Please offer me a seat” badge or a “Baby on board badge”
plus lots more.

Police, Fire and Crime
Dedicated Epping Forest policing team expands

The Community Safety Team of a sergeant and two constables will expand with
another constable funded by Essex Police. The Team is jointly tasked and directed
by the Council and Essex Police. More (item 133)

Essex Police approaches record strength
as force welcomes 62 new officers
Recently another 62 have been welcomed into the
force, joining more than 3,500 officers. By the end
of March 2023, there’ll be 3,755 officers dedicated
to helping people, catching criminals and bringing
them to justice. That’s 200 more than at the end of
March this year and 900 more than in 2016. An
extra 72 members of police staff are being recruited to support them. The force
expects to hit their record numbers later this year; this has been made possible by an
increase in funding thanks, in part, to support from the public.

Essex Police February

This infographic (click to enlarge) shows a
snapshot of policing activity within Epping Forest
District in April. Activity included:
46 road traffic collisions and 24 mental
health incidents attended;
34 missing people, 207 domestic abuse
incidents and 152 antisocial behaviour
reports investigated;
249 intelligence reports completed;
38 stop and searches performed;
and 98 crimes solved.

The work of the Road Policing Unit

The infographic (click to enlarge) shows some of
the work of the Essex Police Roads Policing Unit
during March. Sadly there were 2 deaths on Essex
roads and 62 people seriously injured. More

Ride-Along scheme

You can apply to observe Essex Police at work.
This will usually involve joining an officer, Special
Constable or Police Community Support Officer on
a foot or vehicle patrol. More

“Key” advice on crime prevention

Leaving keys outside for you or your family to get into your home isn’t secure. Most
burglars are opportunists and could use this as a way to break in. And it could
invalidate your insurance if the worst happens. More advice here on steps you can
take to secure your property, protect your belongings and prevent becoming a victim
of crime. If you need to keep keys outside, consider a secure key-safe with a
combination.

Council News
Thames Water refuse to make donation

After their recent poor service in the town, Thames Water had been asked by the
Town Council to make an appropriate donation towards a local project. Instead they
have suggested providing groups of volunteers to help with local projects, or
technicians to speak to schools and youth groups.

Jessel Green Fun Day

The Town Council’s planning for this year’s Jessel
Green Fun Day is well underway …. and spaces
are still available in the community and craft stalls
area. If you are a local charity, or have a small
business or a craft stall, and would like to attend
this Platinum Jubilee themed event, then please
book a space now. Contact the Council for a
Registration Form either by email or phone 0208
508 4200. More

Join the Loughton Wombles

Fed up with litter? Join the Loughton Wombles and
do something about it, either by joining in group
litter-picks or on your own. Equipment is supplied.
The next group meeting will be on Saturday May
28th at 10.30am for an hour or so. They’d also
really like another volunteer co-ordinator to liaise
with a small number of other Wombles to organise
future litter picks.
Email Deborah Taylor at the Town Council if you
are interested. More

Town Council grant for Lopping Hall Art Exhibition

The Council has agreed a grant of £300 towards the costs of publicity and the
transport of materials.

Local News

Bring the family to the lighting of the
Jubilee Beacon

For the Queen's Platinum Jubilee, a Jubilee
Beacon will be lit on Hillyfields Open Space on
June 2nd. More

What’s On this month?

Visit Epping Forest lists lots of events, from Copped Hall Open Days, the 25th
Annual Classic British Motorcycle Meet & Exhibition, and RideLondon specials.
Selected events include:
May 13th – bike maintenance workshop (Ongar)
May 20th – women’s ride
May 22nd – family ride
May 24th – women’s ride

RideLondon road crossing points

The RideLondon cycle event will take place from Friday May 27th to Sunday May
29th. There will be various road closures in place in London and Essex over the
three days.
On Sunday May 29th there will be road closures near Loughton. More, including
vehicle crossing points and times.

Epping Forest District Museum
Wildlife Photographer of the Year

Each
year,
amateur
and
professional
photographers from more than 90 countries submit
over 45,000 entries. The 100 winning images tour
globally and will be at the Museum from May 21st
to August 27th. Tickets are free but you must book
in advance. More

Epping Forest
Planned work in Epping Forest

Trees
The Conservators intend to carry out re-pollarding work on up to 233 ancient
Hornbeam pollards trees. This annual program of pollarding work continues over 30
years of cyclical work, rejuvenating this wood-pasture habitat across the Forest. The
operations will be undertaken by an Epping Forest in-house arborist team. They will
also use contractors for tree-felling operations, aimed at removing younger trees
over-shading and outcompeting the ancient pollards, especially the small but ancient
oaks scattered across these compartments, as well as opening up sites to allow
ground flora to re-establish.
Paths
Detailed mapping of path works has been completed on 30km of paths that were
severely impacted by high visitor use during the COVID-19 lockdown period. During
2022 and 2023 there will be a program of mitigation works to make good path
damage and to ensure conditions where the path verges can recover from the
lockdown period of intense use. Work will comprise mainly of drainage works and the
construction of around 6 km of new surfaced paths.
Car Parks
Consideration will be given to regrading and improving further car park surfaces, and
in particular adding additional double gate entrances allowing vehicles to leave the
Forest after the evening closure of car parks.

New trees from old

The latest edition of Forest Focus has an interesting piece on the Forest's oldest
residents, its thousands of ancient trees, some of which will be over 500 years old.
Although old trees sometimes fall, new growth can sprout from the fallen trunk and
successfully continue growing. Over time, the original trunk can decay, leaving
behind a row of trees. This process is called phoenix regeneration, leading to some
seemingly young trees, belying their true age.

Oak Processionary Moth prevention

You may notice people in white suits spraying trees around the forest area. This is
planned work by the City of London to get rid of Oak Processionary Moth. They will
be spraying Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) which is a species of bacteria that lives in soil.
It makes proteins that are toxic to some insects when eaten, but not others (the
proteins are not toxic to humans because, like all mammals, we cannot activate
them. Bt is not toxic to non-target wildlife).

Help protect the Forest

Please take your litter home with you (even better, please safely collect any that
others have left) and remember that barbecues are not permitted anywhere in the
Forest, for obvious reasons.

And More

Become an Urban Wildlife Champion

Essex Wildlife Trust wants to give local people the
tools to transform their local spaces so that urban
places can act as stepping-stones across our
landscape for wildlife. Would you like to take action
for wildlife in your local area? From bringing
insects back to their local green space to creating wilder gardens for hedgehogs, the
possibilities are endless! Urban Wildlife Champions will receive free support
from Essex Wildlife Trust staff and will have access to training opportunities and
guidance. More

What do you think of Neighbourhood
Watch?

Please take a few minutes to complete this short
Neighbourhood Watch Insights Survey. You could
opt-in to the prize draw to win £25. The survey
closes on May 15th.

Broadband for people on benefits

According to Which? magazine, 4.2 million
households are eligible for broadband social tariffs
but only 55,000 have signed up so far. More.
(click image to enlarge)

Unplug your vampire devices?

According to research by British Gas, unplugging these so-called ‘vampire devices’
could save you more than £100 per year on your home energy bills. This is because
they all use a small amount of electricity when left plugged in. News article
All amounts are estimated.
Set top box/satellite - £23.10
Modem/internet router - £18.89
Television - £24.61
Microwave - £16.37
Games Console - £12.17
Computer - £11.22
Smart speakers/smart home devices - £8.94
Shower - £9.80
Dishwasher - £6.86
Tumble dryer - £4.79
Washing machine - £4.73
Printer - £3.81
Mobile device charger - £1.26

Free theatre seats for under-18s in
August

Through Official London Theatre, a child under 18
goes free when accompanied by an adult paying
full price to participating shows through the whole
of August. Plus, an additional two children can
attend for half price. Tickets go on sale on Tuesday 14 June. Sign up to the family
bulletin newsletter here to find out about the participating shows and other kids’
offers.

Thank you for supporting LRA. Our next Loughton News email is due to be issued
Wednesday June 1st although that date could change.
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