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This month, here are quick updates on the Local
Plan and Loughton Library, plus if you've noticed
more weeds growing in the streets, so have Cllrs.
The latest update on Covid infection rates locally is
also included. Also watch out for Vaccine passport
scams.
With plans to turn the Higgins building at 1
Langston Road into flats progressing, concerns
remain about the impact locally. We also provide
an update on lettings of the retail units in the
Landmark Building.
You can also read about police arrests for watch
thefts, action being taken over Anti-Social
Behaviour and police activity in July in the District.

News Sections
LRA News
Covid-19/Coronavirus
Planning and Licensing
Roads, Parking and
Travel
Police and Crime
Council News
Health and Wellbeing
Local News

There's also a survey on the High Beach Visitor
Centre, and if you're visiting Epping Forest, please
don't pick the fungi.
Thank you for being an LRA member. You can
always
contact
us
by
email
at contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk to raise an
issue, to give your views, or to offer help.

Epping Forest
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Contact LRA
Links not working? Read
the online version

LRA News
Proposed changes to the draft Local Plan

With the proposed changes, called Main
Modifications, available on the District Council
website, LRA's planning specialists are working
through the details and an appropriate response.
The development sites currently in the plan are here. (Loughton is on Map 5.3 on
page 9.)

The key concern remains that the Air Quality Mitigation Strategy (AQMS) is
insufficient and will not make the plan sound to ensure no detriment to the Epping
Forest Special Area of Conservation (EFSAC).
You can make your views known online (you can click 'continue without an account'
on the page). Alternatively there is a downloadable form that can be emailed or
posted to the Council on this page, which also has more details on the consultation.
Whichever you choose, we suggest you object to MM38 on the grounds that damage
to the SAC will still occur, and that the so-called interim Air Quality Mitigation
Strategy is woolly, will not prevent further detriment, and it does not meet the strict
criteria laid down by the Holohan court judgement.
Please encourage friends and relatives to do the same to let the District Council
know that concern is widespread among residents.
Background on our website.

Loughton Library Demolition

The County Council’s public consultation
ended on August 1st. We hope an
alternative plan for the Library, including
retention of the existing building instead of
its demolition, will be worked up in the next
week or so. There is of course no guarantee
that
the
County
Council
will
be
interested. Background on our website.

Anti-Social behaviour (ASB)

Recently we were contacted by two residents about some ASB near KFC in the High
Road. LRA Cllr Judy Jennings confirmed that this had been reported to the police,
who work closely with the District Council’s Community Safety Team and other local
organisations. But they can’t do anything unless residents report ASB to the police
and/or to the Council (here or on 01992 564000).

Weed Spraying

LRA Cllr David Wixley had noticed an excessive amount of weeds growing in our
streets this summer, with residents also mentioning it to him.
He therefore raised the question with the District Council at a full Council meeting.
The portfolio holder for Environmental & Technical Services, Cllr Nigel Avey, advised
that weed spraying is a County Council Highways function which is contracted to the
District Council and carried out by Biffa.
There are two spray treatments a year across built up areas. Vigorous growth of
weeds this summer is being blamed on current weather conditions but spraying is
underway.
District Council Officers are due to meet with Biffa to discuss progress and matters
relating to the work. Apparently other Cllrs have also raised this issue.

Housing Help

LRA Cllr Michael Owen was recently contacted by a Debden resident who needed to
fix various problems around his home. These included access through the front door
for his wheelchair, problems with the rear door, the condition of flooring in the

communal area and lack of cleaning of the block.
Michael raised these issues with the District Council, who then visited the resident.
As a result, various actions have been agreed to, which include a new front door and
making adjustments for a wheelchair, new communal flooring, and clarification of
who is responsible for cleaning and rubbish arrangements.

Pedestrian Crossing at Borders Lane/Rectory Lane Intersection

A local sight-impaired resident contacted LRA Cllr Chris Pond to ask why there are
no audible signals at this crossing.
The County Council advised that this crossing, which was refurbished in 2017, has
never had audible signals because it’s too near other crossings that operate at
different times within the phasing of the traffic signals. As such, a blind or partially
sighted person may hear the audible signal from an adjacent crossing and therefore
might wrongly think it’s safe to cross.
Audible signals are therefore only provided if all vehicular traffic at a junction is held
on red at the same time.
However, all push buttons at this crossing are fitted with tactile cones on the
underside of each push button box which will rotate to indicate to partially sighted
people when it is safe to cross.

Covid-19/Coronavirus

More from the government and advice from
the NHS

Vaccine information for Essex
The Covid-19 vaccination programme across Essex continues. More.
If you’re aged 18 or over, then you’re eligible to receive the vaccine. Use the National
Booking Service or call 119 for an appointment at a vaccination centre. Walk in
clinics are also being operated and details are available for the West Essex area and
the wider area (these are updated frequently; check these websites before travelling
any long distances).
If you live in Essex and need help to book an appointment phone 0344 2573 961
(open 10am to 4pm, local rate).
If you’re aged 16 or 17, you can get your 1st dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. The NHS
will contact you when it's your turn to get the vaccine. You'll be invited to a local NHS
service such as a GP surgery. You cannot book your appointment online. More.

Local Infection Rates
Infection rates have risen again locally, although
they have fallen back in the past month. The local
data for Epping Forest is here, along with this
interactive map.

Patients still required to wear face coverings in GP practices and
other healthcare settings
The NHS says that, unless exempt, patients in west Essex are still required to wear
face coverings in GP practices and other healthcare settings, despite last month’s
easing of COVID-19 restrictions. Patients should also follow social distancing and
hand hygiene guidance. If patients are exempt from wearing a mask, a face shield
may be offered as an alternative. More

Vaccine passport scams
Action Fraud has received over 700 reports from members of the public about fake
emails purporting to be from the NHS; the emails claim to be able to provide you with
a “digital passport” that “proves you have been vaccinated against COVID-19”.
However, your vaccination status can be obtained for free through the official NHS
app, NHS website, or by calling the NHS on 119.
Vaccination is free of charge and the NHS will never ask you for personal financial
details.
How to report scams
If you receive a call you believe to be fraudulent, hang up. If you are suspicious
about an email you have received, you can report it by forwarding the email to:
report@phishing.gov.uk. Suspicious text messages can also be reported by
forwarding them to 7726 (free of charge). If you believe you are the victim of a fraud,

please report this to Action Fraud online as soon as possible, or by calling 0300 123
2040.

Planning and Licensing
Read more on our website about Planning and Licensing, the role of the LRA Plans
Group (LRAPG), how to get more information and how to comment to the Town
Council and the District Council.
The District Council takes the decisions on planning applications. The application will
be decided upon by a Council Officer or by Cllrs in a District Council Planning
Committee, and residents’ comments on the proposals will be taken into account but
not necessarily agreed with. This is a quasi-legal process, and decisions have to be
taken on planning grounds only, based on the national planning legislation and the
District Local Plan, whatever the views and feelings of the individual Cllrs involved.
If you wish to comment, don't delay. The process is time critical with several stages
along the way. Please copy your objection to the Town Council as soon as possible,
as they comment on all applications in Loughton, but often have very little time to do
so. Please try to submit your comments to the District Council before the formal
deadline set by the Council (although submissions can be made and have to be
considered up to the time a decision is made, once the formal deadline has passed,
the application might be determined before your comments are received).
If a plan online is sideways on, use the
way up.

icon at the top of the page to bring it right

The process for alcohol licensing applications is similar to the process for planning
applications, except that objections must relate to one or more of the four Licensing
Objectives (page 3, section 1.7) and any comments received after the end of the
formal consultation period won’t be taken into account by the District Council.

1 Langston Road

LRAPG regret to see officers have railroaded through an application to turn one of
the biggest employment sites in Loughton into 57 flats without fully considering
their objections. The Higgins office building next to Langston Road will be lost for
flats with inadequate parking and some of the rooms could be without windows if an
extant planning consent for a new building adjacent to the site is implemented. Traffic
around Langston Road has got significantly worse since the retail park opened.
Whilst this type of development is permitted development, subject to some limited
criteria such as parking, we believe there was good reason to refuse permission.
Officers were more interested in imposing conditions about wheel washing,
broadband internet connections and double glazing which are not allowed to be
considered for this type of application. A revised application has been submitted and
we hope officers fully justify their decision this time.
Unfortunately the Council cannot take the impact of the Forest on these types of
applications into account. The LRAPG considers the District Council should issue an
Article 4 Direction which will remove the rights to convert offices into flats without the
need for planning permission and consideration over the loss of employment space
and impact on the EFSAC.
Application EPF/2090/21. The formal consultation period has ended.

The former Olive Tree restaurant, 258
High Road
The restaurant closed in 2020 and we have heard
that it is now being converted into serving fish and
chips. This would cause concern to local residents
as there is no visible kitchen extraction unit to
handle the smell from the frying of food.
All restaurants can have a small ancillary amount of takeaway use providing the
primary purpose remains as a restaurant. If they propose to use the property for a
fish and chip takeaway this will require planning permission, however no planning
application has been made to date.

Government proposals threaten local involvement in planning
decisions

Over the last few years, the Government has been whittling away at local
involvement in planning decisions. It now proposes to remove most real local
involvement, by placing the discussion and decisions about a lot of the detailed
planning rules in Local Plans (see here). This would mean that local residents and
local cllrs would have no say in decisions on individual planning applications.
LRA comment: LRA is strongly opposing the Government’s proposals, along with
many other individuals and organisations. If you agree, there’s a petition you can
sign here (see more about the organisers here).

Roads, Parking and Travel
Planned Road Closures
Woodbury Hill
The road will be closed from Wallers Hoppett for a
distance of approximately 65m in a northwesterly
then southwesterly direction, from August 23rd to
31st. This is to allow for new connection works to
be undertaken by UK Power Networks. More
Albion Hill/Nursery Road
Cadent have permission to close the following
roads for gas main replacement:
Albion Hill to September 13th. More
Nursery Road from Fairmeadside to
Northfield from August 23rd to October 4th. More
Church Lane
The road will be closed September 13th to October 29th for gas main
replacement. More
Carroll Hill
The road will be closed until August 17th for resurfacing. More
Dates can change so check here for the latest updates.

New Bus Route 35 - Debden to Chelmsford

This new bus route will start on September 7th, however it will only run on Tuesdays
in school terms.
We think it was in 1938 that Loughton last saw a Loughton-Chelmsford bus (Green
Line route W). You can't use your Concessionary Bus Pass to Chelmsford, but you
can on the way back!
Timetable for Debden to Chelmsford
08:45 Rectory Lane, Debden Broadway
08:50 Goldings Hill, Loughton
then multiple stops to
09:50 Retail Market, Chelmsford
Timetable for Chelmsford to Debden
13:20 Retail Market, Chelmsford
14:21 Rectory Lane, Debden Broadway
14:26 Goldings Hill, Loughton

The Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) is expanding on October 25th

Despite recent improvements in air quality, toxic air pollution in London remains the
biggest environmental risk to the health of Londoners. From October 25th, to help
clean up London's air, the ULEZ is expanding up to, but not including, the North and
South Circular Roads. It will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the
year except Christmas Day. Four in five cars already meet the ULEZ standards. If
you own one of the remaining older polluting cars, motorcycles, lighter vans or
minibuses you may need to take action. Check your vehicle and where the ULEZ will
operate.
If you also drive within the Congestion Charge zone in central London you will also
need to pay the daily Congestion Charge, unless your vehicle has an exemption or
discount (the Congestion Charge zone will not be expanding).

Police and Crime
Two people arrested over watch thefts

Loughton CID officers have been investigating a number of reports of robbery,
attempted robbery, theft and attempted theft across the District between Wednesday
May 19 and Sunday July 4. Victims have reported a woman approaching them and
engaging in conversation about finding work. She has then tried to steal their
watches; in several cases, she was successful. As a result of proactive patrols by
Community Safety Team officers, a man and a woman, both aged 29 and from
Chigwell, have been arrested on suspicion of conspiracy to commit theft. The man
was also arrested on suspicion of driving without insurance. They have been
released “under investigation” while enquiries continue into crimes locally and
elsewhere in Essex.
If you have any information on the thefts and attempted thefts or you may have been
a victim, please report online or use the 'Live Chat' button (7am-11pm). You can also
call 101, or call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Prompt recovery

This Range Rover was reported stolen from Loughton just after 6:30am one morning
recently, suspected to have been taken overnight. Thanks to tracker technology, the
vehicle was located within the District and forensically recovered just over 2 hours

later, by officers from the Stolen Vehicle
Intelligence Unit. Enquiries continue to identify
suspect(s).

Beware Scammers at Car Parks

A resident has reported a scam which took place
recently in the Vere Road car park in Debden, who
was told by a scammer that that the ticket
machines only took cards and 'offered to help'.
This 'help' involved walking off with both his debit
and credit cards, then withdrawing £500 in The
Broadway.
This has been reported to the bank, District
Council and the parking operator, who will review
CCTV footage.

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)

The District Council responds to complaints of ASB, although its powers are limited.
Recent new activity includes
aggravated burglary in Highwood Lane; enquiries continuing
possible cuckooing in Hillyfields
establishing further links with Epping Forest College security
Partnership Work/Intelligence passed to Op Raptor (Essex Police)
passing intelligence to Essex police on a case in Barncroft Green
joint monthly meetings with “Operation Raptor”, which shares information
about properties that are involved in drug dealing.

Police activity in the District for July

This infographic (click to enlarge) shows a snapshot of policing activity within the
Epping Forest District.

Essex Police bike advice

Get your bike security marked and registered here.
It’s a highly effective, visible deterrent to bike
thieves. They know that if they are caught with a
registered bike, the owner can be traced and they
will be arrested.
More crime prevention advice on protecting your
bike here.

Keeping your child safe online over
summer
Children can be recruited online by a gang from
hundreds of miles away and groomed remotely to
carry out ‘jobs’ in their community. The Essex
Safeguarding Children Board has produced a
range of online resources for parents and carers to help them and their children
safely navigate the online world. The resources include podcasts and videos and
cover topics such as online gaming, youth involved sexual images and online safety
for pre-schoolers.
It is important to remember exploitation is never the child’s fault and they are never to
blame. By creating a supportive environment, where online safety is discussed in the
same way as road safety or stranger danger, children will feel more able to speak
openly about concerns they may have.

Council News
Landmark Building, The Broadway

Units B, C & D have been let to a local boxing gym, which is now open & trading; it
has had over 250 applications to become members. This membership take-up and
the award of a BTEC course from a local college means the boxing gym will also
take on Unit A, which has been impossible to let. Unit E is being let to a tanning
salon. A planning application for Unit F was turned down because of doubts about
the ventilation equipment and concerns about the external appearance of the unit,
and this has gone to appeal. Unit G is let to Wenzel’s the bakers.

The Broadway

At a recent District Council meeting it was reported that all 68 shop units on The
Broadway are now fully let.

Compost at home

To help Essex residents get started with home
composting, the County Council offer subsidised
compost bins. More

Please make sure you can vote

The District Council is writing to all residents about
their voting registration. Not being registered can
affect your ability to get a mortgage, a loan or even
a mobile phone contract, and of course it will also
prevent you voting in future elections.

District Council CCTV

The Council is often asked for footage from its CCTV to help in enquiries. Recent
requests include:
a high-risk missing person in the Loughton / Epping Forest area
a young female assaulted by other young females in The Broadway
drug dealing investigation at Barrington Hall & The Broadway
fly tipping incidents in Burton Road & Vere Road
illegal dumping of rubbish at recycling bins at a car park.

District Council offices in Epping

Now the new offices are open, residents can go
there to meet Council Officers, although you may
find it more convenient to telephone (01992
564000) or use their online enquiry system.
Because many Officers are still working from
home, to make a visit you’ll need to make an
appointment (there are exceptions to this, such as
homelessness – if in doubt ring the Council before
you set out). When you get there, book in via the new touch screen kiosks in the
Welcome Area; this has comfortable new seating areas, private rooms for
confidential discussions, informal sofas and chairs for less formal meetings, and
screens to talk to an Officer by video. There are cash payment facilities (but
remember that the Council office on The Broadway is open again for cash
payments).
If you visit the offices, you’re asked to be careful and cautious. If asked to do so,
please respect social distancing, and/or wear a mask. There are hand sanitiser
stations across the building. The offices are open Monday – Friday, 9am-5.15pm
(5pm on Fridays). If you suspect you may be infected, please stay at home and
contact the Council by phone (01992 564000) or via their website.
The building also contains a so-called 'Community Hub'. This aim is to have

representatives from a food bank, Phoenix Futures, Nacro, Voluntary Action Epping
Forest (VAEF), Essex County Council Family Solutions, Essex Adult Social Care,
Dept of Work & Pensions, Citizens Advice Bureau, CHESS Homeless, Changing
Pathways and Peabody.

Summer activities for children

The summer school holidays have now started and the District Council’s Community,
Culture and Wellbeing and Countrycare teams have a fun-filled activity programme to
keep children of all ages and abilities entertained. Young people with additional
needs are welcome to take part in many of the activities, but carers should call
before booking to check if the chosen activity meets the child’s requirements.
Download the full brochure
Book online (not all events need to be booked – check brochure for details)
Call 01992 564226 for more information
All sessions follow Government Covid-19 safety guidelines.

The Social Housing Lettings Report 2020/21

This report provides information on the number, size, and type of social rented
properties that the District Council let to qualifying households in 2020/21. The
figures include lettings of Council-owned housing and successful nominations to
housing associations. There’s also information about the number of applicants on the
housing register, the number of mutual exchanges that have taken place and the
number of properties that former tenants have purchased from the Council under the
Right to Buy.

Local News
Visit the Roding Valley Meadows

The largest remaining species-rich water meadow
in Essex, Roding Valley Meadows is a mosaic of
herb-rich meadows, hedgerows, marsh, ponds,
scrub and woodland, and is famous for its array of
wild flowers. It’s looked after by the Essex Wildlife
Trust.
More on how to get there, what you can see and its
history. The meadows are also accessible from the
Oakwood Hill estate by crossing Charlie Moules
bridge.

The Falcon's Flight - an outdoor play at High Beach and Waltham
Abbey
The Falcon’s Flight is a newly written, outdoor play that tells the true family story of
Gytha, an Anglo-Saxon princess whose life is dramatically changed upon her father
(King Harold)’s death in the Battle of Hastings. This is an immersive journey through
the life of someone who changed the course of history against the odds; and enjoy
discovering local history while walking in ancient Epping Forest, where King Harold
lived and Waltham Abbey - his final resting place. More, including how to book.

Health and Wellbeing
Whipps Cross University Hospital

New CQC inspection report - rating: requires
improvement. Read the report

Epping Forest
No fires or barbecues allowed

Fires can quickly get out of control in the Forest,
harming wildlife and their habitats. If you come
across a fire in the Forest, please telephone 999
and 020 8532 1010 (24hrs).
Image: Forest Focus

Epping Forest Visitor Centre at High
Beach - Questionnaire

Epping Forest Heritage Trust (EFHT) is looking at
ways to develop and enhance the offer at the
Epping Forest Visitor Centre at High Beach;
subject to future funding being available. It is
important to make sure any improvements respond
to the needs of visitors and the community. This is
your opportunity to help shape the future and it will
only take five minutes to answer a few questions.

Please don’t pick the fungi

Enjoy pausing to wonder at the varied fungi of
Epping Forest but please leave them for the next
visitor to enjoy. The many rare fungi species to be
found in Epping Forest contribute to the rich habitat
diversity of this important place and are one of the
reasons Epping Forest is designated as a Site of
Special Scientific Interest and a Special Area of
Conservation.
Image: Forest Focus

And More

Queen Elizabeth’s Hunting Lodge

We don't know what the Hunting Lodge looked like
in 1543 when Henry VIII ordered it, or when
Elizabeth ordered its survey in 1589. Here it is in
1833, from the Epping Forest collection. The
timbers were exposed during the late C19th repairs
by the City of London as in this early c20th century
postcard.

Thank you for supporting LRA. Our next Loughton News email is due to be issued Friday
September 10th although that date could change.

Get more from LRA and keep up with what's
happening between issues of Loughton News

1.
2.

If you find any links not working or anything else is wrong let us know at
loughtonnews@LoughtonResidents.co.uk. Links on other websites are beyond our control and
may not work over time.
LRA gives no warranty about, and will take no responsibility for, items or services offered –
purchasers/users should make their own enquiries, and will be acting at their own risk.
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© 2021 Loughton Residents Association
Promoted by & on behalf of Independent Loughton Residents Association 28 Brook Road Loughton IG10 1BP

why did I get this?

This email was sent to <<Email Address>>
unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

