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LRA position on cuts

Localism Bill

The Conservative-led Epping Forest District Council has
decided on various cuts, including discontinuing the (very
useful) Town Centre Officer post (see below) and cutting
back capital schemes. Council joint funding (with the
police) for Police Community Support officers (PCSOs) will
be reduced from six posts to four. Area Planning meetings
(which decide on planning applications) will be reduced to
monthly meetings instead of once every three weeks.
An external recruitment freeze will be rigidly enforced, and
no agency staff will be employed whatever the difficulty.
Consultants will only be used for projects likely to be of
long term financial benefit to the Council.

The Localism Bill is working its way through Parliament,
and LRA is watching its progress carefully. It’s a complex
Bill. One provision is that while at the moment any
developer wishing to change empty offices into new homes
has to apply for planning permission, Ministers are
proposing to scrap this requirement. They will also review
the Use Classes Order, which determines how a building
can be used, for example as a shop or office. LRA thinks
these proposals could result in serious problems, with
unsuitable accommodation placed, for example, in the
middle of an industrial estate, with no consideration given
to local transport, schools etc. It could also lead to
uncontrolled changes of use from retail shops to other uses,
wrecking our high streets (like Loughton High Road and
The Broadway) that have managed to remain reasonably
viable.

LRA has gone along with the Council’s general approach,
but believes that some of the changes are misguided and
will result in greater long-term costs. There will inevitably
be a reduction in service performance next year as a result
of further cuts in the budget.

Town Centre Officer call-in
LRA councillors decided to “call in” the decision by the
Conservative Finance Portfolio Holder to axe the post of
Town Centre Officer (TCO) in July 2011, when present
funding runs out. LRA councillors understand how important
it is in the current economic climate to reduce council
spending, so only requested the post to be continued until
January 2012, when it would be reviewed again. (A “call-in”
is a way of challenging a council decision.)
Our current TCO has been invaluable in supporting local
shops and businesses, and in acting as a direct link
between shop-keepers and the Council. She has been
involved in a number of initiatives, such as the possible
introduction of shoppers’ loyalty cards, and was about to
help the Broadway Town Centre Partnership set up a
web-site to promote Broadway businesses.
After a lively debate in the council chamber, where other
councillors appeared to support our proposal, the vote
went against us, and so the post will expire in July.
We believe this is a very unwise decision.

Pest control
The council will continue the pest control service (cost
around £40,000pa - the current service provider has gone
into administration). Rat and cockroach call-outs have
been free to residents. Other pest control call-outs have
been subject to a range of charges, with concessions. In
future, Rentokil plc will provide pest control services, but
all services will be charged for (with concessions).

£5 if you value Loughton
We are very grateful to all members who have already paid
their 2011 subscriptions. If you haven’t done so yet, please
send a cheque for £5, payable to LRA, to LRA Membership
Secretary, 14 The Hawthorns, Loughton IG10 3QT. To
check if you’ve paid, or to pay direct from a bank account,
or by Standing Order, ring 020 8508 2932 or email
contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk.
PLUS: Tell your friends and neighbours they are missing
out if they don't receive the weekly News Items emails and
ALL editions of Loughton Life. Encourage them to pay the
£5 annual subscription.

Cllr Jennie Hart

For more information about LRA & Loughton please visit
www.loughtonresidents.co.uk

Planning & licensing matters
The LRA Plans Group looks at all planning and licensing
applications in Loughton; we consult residents and/or
support or object individual applications as appropriate. It
works completely separately from LRA councillors on the
District and Town Council planning and licensing
committees.
Approved by the District Council
Loughton Sports Centre, Rectory Lane: The District Council
has approved the planning application for a 72-bed care
home. The LRA Plans Group had serious concerns that this
development would occupy the area which the College
should use for sports (instead of students having to travel to
Redbridge), and represented the final loss of what had been
a community centre.
The Broadway Express, 74 The Broadway: Alcohol licence
granted.
Turned down by the District Council
Sex shop, 72 Borders Lane: The LRA Plans Group put out a
letter to residents nearby, and the District Council received
over 80 letters from residents.
In progress
Proposed mobile phone masts: Vodafone/O2 have joint
applications for seven telecommunications. The LRA Plans
Group has delivered letters to nearby residents and has
objected to all but one of them. The Council has approved
one and turned down four, which will probably go to appeals.
Pyrles Lane – District Council Nursery site: The District Council
is in the initial stages of considering housing on this site,
behind the houses on Hillyfields and Pyrles Lane, as far as
the Pyrles Lane-Hillyfields footpath.
Sainsbury’s & BP petrol station, Debden: Discussions are
underway between the District Council and Stobart Properties
about the redevelopment of their Sainsbury’s site at
Torrington Drive and the adjoining BP petrol station.
Dial a drink: Drinks in a click have applied for a premises
licence for 28 Oakwood Hill Industrial Estate for the despatch
of alcohol between 8pm and 5am.
Gun shop, Forest Road: LRA Cllr Caroline Pond checked the
licensing position with the police when the shop first opened,
and again when crossbows appeared in the window. Many
residents have contacted us with concerns. So far LRA has
not heard of any problems, but please report any apparent
breaches of the shop’s licence and any incidents with
air rifles or crossbows. Ring 999 in an emergency or
0300 333 444 otherwise, and let LRA know as well.

Educating on school places
Demand for primary school places in Loughton has again
been exceptionally high this year. Foreseeing this, the County
Council (ECC) agreed with Alderton Infant school to run an
additional class for 2011/12 (taking their intake up from 60 to
90) but this still did not prevent considerable pressure and
competition for places..
It's obviously difficult for ECC to know in advance to the
exact child how many places are needed each year. But LRA
has been warning for years that the local child population is
on the increase, and we do not want to see Loughton children
as young as four being bussed or taxied long distances.
In the longer term, the leeway at Alderton is to be valued and
the already agreed expansion of Buckhurst Hill CP may
relieve pressure on Whitebridge. Staples Road is currently
oversubscribed and the possibility of further expansion to a
three form entry has not been ruled out sometime in the
future, perhaps as soon as 2014.

Bus news
Waltham Abbey bus operator Chris Hunn has replaced the
500 route, which linked the district's towns and villages to
Harlow and Romford, with a new route, the X5, running five
journeys a day from 7am to 7pm, stopping at Epping,
Loughton, Debden and Chigwell Row.
Concessionary bus passes are now being issued by the
District Council in the name of Essex County Council.
Saturdays and Sundays, valid at any time; Monday to Friday
from 9am on any local bus service in Essex, Thurrock
and Southend; and from 9.30am elsewhere, except on
buses operated for Transport for London when they are valid
at any time on routes including 20, 150, 167, 215, 375, 397
and 549. See
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/community/transport/buspass.asp

David Linnell

For more information about LRA or Loughton please visit
www.loughtonresidents.co.uk

Highways news
County Council Highways department
Some years ago the Conservative administration in
Chelmsford took over the Highways functions (road
maintenance and much more) from District Councils
(including Epping Forest District Council) and organised
the Highways department into 4 sub-County teams.
Loughton’s is based in Harlow. We were promised that this
would cure the previous problems of staff shortages and
poor service. However, LRA County Cllr Chris Pond has
found that these have continued (this is not a criticism of
the very hard-working team in Harlow – the staff shortages
lead to the service problems). The Conservative
administration have now reorganised the service, and cut
staff numbers and budgets. Next year, a contractor may
take it over entirely.
Chris continues to press for a proper Highways service in
the District and has successfully applied pressure to resolve
the following issues:
•

After a three-year battle jockey rails have been
installed along a length of Chigwell Lane where the
verge had been badly damaged by commuter
parking.

•

County Highways have finally reinstalled the bus
shelters on Oakwood Hill and Torrington Drive, and
installed a no-stopping bus stop box by Traps Hill
library.

•

The road surface on Forest Road near the Smarts
Lane/Shaftesbury/Earls Path crossroads, which is
seriously defective, is on County Highways’ list for
repairs in 2011-12.

Additionally Chris has been chasing up the proposed
Traffic Regulation Orders at the entrance to the Harwater
Estate.
Potholes
The Government is giving councils in England more than
£100 million of extra funding (split according to their other
Highways funding) to spend on repairing potholes. Local
highway authorities will have to publish a brief note on
their website by 30 September 2011 enabling local
communities to see how this extra funding has been spent.
It is not known where Essex County Council will spend it.
Please report deep potholes (and all other Highways
problems) to County Highways at www.essex.gov.uk or
call 0845 603 7631

Parking lines
Loughton Broadway Parking Review
Despite a clear agreement by the District Council to provide
a residents’ parking scheme, and a significant reduction in
the projected advertising costs, LRA has still been unable to
get a firm commitment from the Conservative majority that
the scheme will go ahead, although it has already been
through an initial public consultation. The schemes for
Epping and Buckhurst Hill will be carried out first, and then
the Broadway scheme IF there is any money left. Given the
mismanagement so far by the District Council and the County
Council, LRA is very concerned – and very angry – about the
situation, which leaves Debden residents under tremendous
parking pressure.
Possible help for cul-de-sacs
It is possible that LRA may be able to get protection for residents'
parking for cul-de-sacs under new regulations, by just having
signs at the entry point. LRA is strongly in favour of this
approach, which would be very useful on the Debden estate
and also elsewhere in Loughton, for example in Meadow
Road, The Drive, Staples Rd, Shaftesbury and many others,
especially the Debden “closes”. Over 80% of residents have
signed a petition to introduce residents’ parking in Meadow
Road. LRA has been pressing for this for years.
Parking on verges in Torrington Drive
Following continued pressure from a local resident, supported
by LRA, about the effects of parking on the verges in Torrington
Drive, the District Council are consulting residents and ward
councillors about erecting knee-rail fencing along the railway
side of the road.

Loughton Film Society
Loughton Film Society has been formed to bring the
cinema experience back to Loughton. Call Denise on
07912 079 367, email contactus@filmloughton.co.uk or
visit www.filmloughton.co.uk.

For more information about LRA & Loughton please visit
www.loughtonresidents.co.uk

District Council textile
recycling

Become a councillor

A new door step textile collection service was launched on
April 1. The current waste and recycling calendars will
have details of the scheme. There is no charge for this
collection service and all income from the sale of items
collected will be donated to the Chairman of Council’s
charities.

We are looking for people who would like to represent
residents on the District or Town Councils. If you would
like to find out more, please contact Chris Pond or David
Linnell (details below).

Farmers’ markets
LRA organises the farmers’ markets on the first Sunday of
each month (9am – 2pm) on Centric Parade, Loughton
High Rd. Come and meet your local councillors and LRA
helpers.

LRA who’s who
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Email: contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk
8508 2932
PRESS OFFICER Michael Benbow
28 Brook Road
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Juliet Pollard
14 The Hawthorns
INFORMATION CO-ORDINATOR Ian Allsop
134 Valley Hill
SECRETARY Stephen Pewsey
59 Wroths Path
MINUTES SEC. Imogen Lawrence
3 Staples Road
TREASURER Miriam Murphy
21 Graylands, Theydon Bois
COMMITTEE
Jack Benjamin
Rebecca Fricker
Leon Girling
Chris Harper
Barry Johnston
Kevin Latchford
David Linnell
Ann Obeney
Bela Yorke

8508 4457

8502 0552
8532 0053
8508 5582
8532 0050
01992 530221

8508 4765
8508 8369
8418 0076
8508 4770
8508 0843
8502 4568
8508 2932
8502 3604
8508 4729

LRA councillors
COUNTY: Loughton (Central)
Chris Pond 7 Staples Road

8508 2361

DISTRICT (D) AND TOWN (T) COUNCILS
ALDERTON WARD
Rose Brookes (D&T)
3 Lower Park Road
Lance Leonard (D)
25 The Lindens
BROADWAY WARD
Jennie Hart (D)
74 Queens Road
Katie Nicholson (T)

8502 5981
8502 0771

8508 3661

FAIRMEAD WARD
Tessa Cochrane (D)
16 Shaftesbury
Carol Davies (T)
13 Colebrook Gardens
David Wixley (D)
2 Copper Beech Court Goldings Road

8508 4148
8508 4234
8418 9284

FOREST WARD
Jill Angold-Stephens (T)
89 Lower Park Road
Colin Finn (D)
16 Church Close
Suzanne Harper (T)
23 Algers Road
Peter House (T)
52 Baldwins Hill

8281 0674
8508 5577
8508 4770
8532 1275

RODING WARD
Ken Angold-Stephens (D&T)
89 Lower Park Road
Margaret Chalk (T)
49 Southview Road
David Wixley (T)
2 Copper Beech Court, Goldings Road

8281 0674
8508 2226
8418 9284

ST JOHN’S WARD
John Markham (D)
77 Queens Road
Stephen Pewsey (T)
59 Wroths Path
Caroline Pond (D&T)
7 Staples Road
Chris Pond (T)
7 Staples Road
ST MARY’S WARD
Richard Cohen (D)
61 Traps Hill
Lucette Howe (T)
19 Spareleaze Hill
Tracey Thomas (T)
110 Grosvenor Drive

8508 1945
8508 5582
8508 2361
8508 2361

8502 3242
8508 3719
07508 193187

07904 069998
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LRA’s Farmers’ Markets, High Rd, first Sunday each month

