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Campaigning on issues Central to Loughton residents
Do you use the Central Line? Can you get a seat in the
morning at Loughton? Can you get on in the evening at
Bank or Holborn? Well, your daily commute may
become even more miserable if the latest "bright idea"
comes to fruition - the construction of large car parks at
the end of the Central Line.
Among the schemes that have been suggested - some by
Conservative councillors from the rural parts of Epping
Forest - are making Epping Station car park double or
triple-decked, providing a mega-park-and-ride at North
Weald Aerodrome, letting private developers develop
green belt fields at Theydon Bois, and tarmacing
council-owned green spaces such as at Torrington Drive,
Debden. Increasing the length or frequency of trains is
not an option because the system is at capacity.

The seating capacity of a Central Line train is 288. Car
parks at Loughton and beyond have a capacity of 1,059
vehicles, which at 1.5 persons per car would give 1,600
people or nearly six trainloads. There are already lots of
people travelling by car to the Underground from all
over Essex, Suffolk, Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire.
Encouraging people to drive long distances to stations at
the north end of the Central Line would mean Loughton
residents would not be able to get a seat in the morning.
LRA has resisted this sort of thing before and
successfully helped defeat a planning application for
parking in a field next to Theydon Bois station. We have
pressed for the exclusion of commuters from residential
streets and we will continue to resist thoughtless
proposals from outsiders who know little of the realities
of life for thousands of commuters in Loughton.

May elections
LRA is looking for people who would be prepared to
talk to residents on its behalf in the run-up to the District
Council elections on May 6th. If you are interested
please email contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk or call
David Linnell on 020 8508 2932.
Are you ready for the 2010 General and Council
elections?
Many people assume they are automatically on the
electoral register if they pay council tax or if they have
voted before. This is not the case - you need to register
every year. And if you have moved house, even within
the same area, you need to re-register with your new
address. To check, ring 01992 564411 or email
elections@eppingforestdc.gov.uk. To register, print off a
registration form at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk.

Loughton Festival
The 2010 Loughton Festival will start on March 20th.
There is over a month’s worth of events on the theme of
creativity and Epping Forest, including an exhibition of
paintings by LRA Cllr John Markham, and a talk by LRA
Cllr Chris Pond on the Loughton architect, Sir Frank
Baines. Sue Taylor is looking for volunteers for a range
of tasks. If you’re interested, please contact her on 020
8508 2512 or visit www.loughtonfestival.org.uk.

MARCH 19TH 2010
PUBLIC MEETING & AGM
THE DECISIONS THAT MADE
LOUGHTON!
These days LRA aims to be right there when decisions
are taken. Town/County Cllr Chris Pond will examine
who took the crucial decisions in the past.
Doors open 7.45pm for 8pm start at Wesley Hall,
. Methodist Church, High Road (the separate hall at the
back of the church; parking on Traps Hill car-park
nearby), followed by refreshments and LRA’s AGM.
We will be proposing changes to our Constitution
designed to tidy up provisions relating to finance &
accounts and to increase the amount to be held as a
minimum reserve: anyone wanting details beforehand
should email contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk
or call 020 8508 2932.

For more information about LRA or Loughton
please visit www.loughtonresidents.co.uk

Hospital and bus issues

Parking matters

Buses

Traps Hill

LRA helped initiate the H1 bus service between
Loughton, Epping and Harlow. This was a direct
outcome of lobbying by LRA and other Town
Councillors, concerned about the difficulty residents
experienced in getting to hospital appointments. It has
now been replaced by service 55, operated by Travel
with Hunny (TWH) on a commercial basis Monday to
Friday. There is a Saturday service (H1), funded by Essex
County Council, which is operated by Regal Busways.
In addition, SM Coaches have revised its commercial
service SM19 and now operates a Monday to Saturday
service between Ongar and Harlow.

LRA County Cllr Chris Pond and LRA vice-chairman
David Linnell recently met a County Council Highways
officer to discuss proposals for a double-yellow line up
one side of Traps Hill, to remove the parking which has
effectively turned this into a one-way road for much of
the week. We hope to see some action soon (starting
with consultation with residents). Because of the danger
to residents of Rowans Way from speeding traffic on
Traps Hill, LRA is pressing County Highways to cut back
the tree which conceals the warning sign on Traps Hill
from drivers coming from the Borders Lane/Alderton Hill
junction.

However, TWH has now said it will cease operating
route 55 from 2 April. Instead it will run a new DebdenLoughton-Harlow route 555, via Waltham Cross and
Bumbles Green. This means there will be no direct
Loughton-Epping bus for the first time since before the
war. LRA County Cllr Chris Pond has taken this matter
up with the County Council, to try to get them to
arrange for a new direct route.

Broadway Area Parking Review
As a result of the responses they received from residents
(and LRA), County Council Highways officers have been
revising the initial plans in order to create more
residents’ parking spaces. The next stage will be a
formal consultation with residents on the revised plans.

Whipps Cross Hospital services
The public consultation on the future of NHS services in
NE London is underway and closes on March 8th.
LRA hopes that as many people as possible will
respond. Please also send LRA your comments. The
consultative document proposes the retention of
Whipps Cross Accident and Emergency (A&E)
department (crucial for Loughton residents) and the
closure of A&E at King George, Goodmayes. LRA Cllr
Chris Pond has been representing the County Council in
these discussions. See www.healthfornel.nhs.uk, or
phone 020 7092 5495.

Call for papers
Were you an LRA officer or councillor ?
Do you have any LRA papers in the box room or
garage? Chris and Caroline Pond have been sorting
LRA's archives before depositing them in the Essex
Record Office and are missing copies of some minutes
and correspondence. They are also looking for spare
Loughton Lifes so if you do have anything call
020 8508 2361.

Parking near the Broadway
LRA – like many residents - is concerned and confused
by the difference between the charges in the car-parks in
the roads backing onto The Broadway. We have asked
the Broadway Town Centre Partnership (BTCP) to look
at the problem – the BTCP brings together traders and
residents. We will be looking for a better charging
regime in future.

Town Council prudence
The 2010-11 rise in the Town Council precept will be
held to just under 1%, while maintaining the reserves at
70%, and without losing or cutting any programmes or
proposed activities. This equates to a Band D increase
of 46p per year. LRA councillors form the majority on
the Town Council, and LRA is proud of their
management of the Town Council's financial resources.
The District Council rise is 1.5% while the County
Council’s is 1.9%, which should put the overall
increase at just under 2%.

Get more from LRA !
Members get extra newsletters and can opt to receive a
weekly email local news bulletin. We are all volunteers
and the £5pa subscription goes to pay the costs of our
work. To join, or for more information, see us at
the Farmers’ Market in the High Road (see back page),
go to www.loughtonresidents.co.uk, email
contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk, or send a cheque to
the Membership Secretary, 14 The Hawthorns, IG10
3QT (cash by hand only please) with your name and
address details.

Refuse collections and snow
The snow meant some roads did not have a
rubbish collection for several weeks. LRA Cllrs
have followed up lots of complaints about
particular problems, and also about the poor
communication from the District Council about
what residents were expected to do when
collections were missed.

Join Loughton Residents Association NOW – details above

Councillors getting involved
Loughton Leisure Centre
Almost twenty years ago I attended my first LRA
meeting, which was about the proposed building of a
new swimming pool in Loughton. Although it took
over a decade before the splendid new leisure centre
opened in January 2003, I have maintained an active
interest. A few years later, the District Council’s
“leisure services” were privatised to save costs. SLM
won the contract in 2006 to run the centres for seven
years. Leisure centres are monitored by District
Council officers and there are regular meetings with
councillors. Fortunately LRA is robustly represented
by David Wixley.
Mainly because of the concentration of the population
in the south of the district, Loughton Sports Centre has
the highest usage of all the Epping Forest leisure
centres. Some of my constituents have complained
about the sudden and occasional closures of the
swimming pool and the fact that in the Easter holidays
last year numbers were such that people were turned
away. I asked questions at a full Council meeting just
before Christmas about the very limited opening hours
of the leisure centre over the Christmas and New Year
break when many people are off work and therefore
have time to exercise to burn off the mince pies.
I also requested that SLM should display their opening
hours over the Christmas period on the website so
customers don’t waste time phoning a sports centre
that is closed. I continues to press for the website to
have regular updates on it to keep up with changing
circumstances.
People have also asked me to investigate the leisure
centre being open on other public holidays when it is
traditionally closed. I have been told the higher costs
of opening due to staff being entitled to overtime pay
and lower numbers when this was tried a few years
ago don't justify it. If you would like the centre to
open on public holidays please email me at
vietrose02@aol.com

Cllr Rose Brookes

Café planning
Cakes & Shakes and Candy Cafe (both in the High
Road) both put in applications for a change of use from
“retail” to “retail and cafe”.
The LRA Plans Group opposed these as they would be
breaches of the Local Plan. However, on February 3rd
the District Council Plans South Committee approved
the application from Candy Cafe because they felt that
it would remain largely a retail outlet, and that it made
a significant contribution to the vitality of the High
Road. They turned down the application from Cakes &
Shakes (which we expect to go to appeal).

Loughton Leisure Centre

Cllr John Markham writes I have been involved with plans for the development of
Church Hill car park. Planning permission has been
granted for affordable housing but the ruling
Conservative group would appear to favour a small
supermarket run by a major chain.
The fight to plant trees on the High Road has been
ongoing for four years without success but I will not
give up.
I am also concerned that the percentage of non-retail
shops in the High Road now stands at 32 per cent,
exceeding the stated limit of 30 per cent, and shall
rigorously oppose any future increases.

Cllr David Wixley writes I am attempting to improve road safety in Chester Road
and, via the Town Council, submitted proposals to the
District Council Highways Panel. Unfortunately
improvements have only been graded at priority 2
(medium).
I have also attended Debden Neighbourhood Action
Panel meetings, and persuaded PC Sami Dawood to
carry out speed checks in Chester Road/Grosvenor
Drive, and PCSO Louise Coveney to go into schools to
talk to the pupils.

Minx Bar licence
The Police applied to the District Council for a licence
review, citing that this night-club had a significantly
higher number of incidents reported than did other
nearby late-night premises. LRA put out a neutral letter
to nearby residents, asking for details of their
experiences. LRA asked for revocation of the licence or,
failing that, a limit on closing time of not later than
midnight. Loughton Town Council also asked for the
licence to be revoked. Along with some residents
(Matthew Brown, Mark Pidgeon, and Roger Griffiths)
and ward Cllr Hart, LRA Vice-Chair David Linnell
attended the hearing.
The Council has decided to limit the closing time on
Friday and Saturday to 12.30am (latest sales of alcohol)
with an extra half an hour until final closure. Times for
Monday-Thursday remain at midnight. The Council
added a long list of conditions on the way the club
should be run. We understand that Minx intends to
appeal and that the existing closing hours will remain
until the appeal hearing.

LRA who’s who
Loughton
Youth
Project
Based in The Space next to Loughton Library the LYP is
open 3.30- 6pm Monday- Friday, Wednesday 6.30 9.30pm, Friday 7pm - 10.00 pm. It boasts comfortable,
stylish furniture, plus a cafe, a pool table, and live radio
broadcasts. See www.loughtonyouthproject.com, or call
07967 726 851.

Help and volunteers needed
LRA Minutes Secretary
We need a replacement for our current Minutes
Secretary, who has had to resign from the Executive
Committee because she will be travelling overseas for
her employer during 2010. Meetings are held on the
first Monday of each month (except August), or the
following Monday if a bank holiday. We can cope with
occasional absences.

The Farmers’ Market
We are looking for some-one to help organise the rotas
for our Farmers’ Markets (we have stalls there on the
first Sunday of each month, except January, see below).
We also need somewhere to store LRA display boards
and poles between each appearance at the Farmers’
Markets.

Organising Loughton Life deliveries
in one ward
We need someone to split up the copies for a particular
ward and pass them to the individual deliverers, six
times a year.

For more information on any of these, please
contact david.linnell@loughtonresidents.co.uk
or 020 8508 2932

Monthly Farmers’ Market
LRA organises the farmers’ markets on the first
Sunday of each month (9am – 2pm) on Centric
Parade, Loughton High Rd. Come along and
meet your local councillors and LRA activists.
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Town Mayor’s Fun Run for Charity
Sunday 18th April
Ring 020 8508 4200 for details

