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High Road improvements

The County Council are finally making some money
available to sort out delays caused by the traffic lights at
the junction with The Drive. This may result in a re-phasing
of the lights and in a slightly different layout for the
Brooklyn Parade parking slip road (details are yet to be
finalised, but your LRA councillors will be keeping a close
eye on what emerges). Present plans are for the work to be
done in early 2009. We hope that it will include
reconstruction of the pavements between the Drive and the
Methodist Church, which have been a disgrace for years.
The trees planted in front of Brooklyn Parade last winter are
dying -- they are obviously in competition for water with
the hypericum shrubs below them. Yet some residents like
the shrubs. If you have views on whether we should have
trees, shrubs, or trees with flowerbeds, let us know on
contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk, or write to Cllr Roy
Thomson (address on page 4).

Graffiti

Virgin Media have agreed to provide match funding and to
supply paint to the District Council's graffiti removal
contractors so they can paint over graffiti on Virgin's green
electricity cabinets. For more on graffiti removal, see
www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk or phone 01992 564272.

}\;&& Help wanted

Do you know anyone who could help LRA by editing and
laying out 6 issues of Loughton Life a year? Some of the
material is supplied by our committee members and some
comes from LRA’'s meetings and incoming documents. We
need someone to work alongside our present editor, and
then take over. We use Microsoft WORD.

Please get in touch with David Linnell at 020 8508 2932
or contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk.

Flower Baskets

After a concerted LRA campaign lasting over a year, and
having overcome problems about the ownership and
strength of lamp posts, the Town Council have provided
pannier baskets in the centre portion of the High Road this
year. They should remain, summer and winter, as a
permanent feature. They are part of the effort to make
Loughton a better place in which to live and do business,
and to attract trade to the town. You'll notice they don’t
hang from the hooks on the lamp-posts — to minimise wind
damage and the chance of vandalism.

The Town Council only have the funds for baskets in the
central part of the town centre, between Barclays Bank and
Brooklyn Avenue. They would like to extend them
southwards as far as the Union Church, and along Old
Station Road to the railway station, and eventually along
The Broadway. They cannot put them north of The Drive,
because the lamp posts there are not strong enough.

The Council are writing to all traders and businesses in this
area (including the central High Road area where they
have already erected baskets) to ask them for sponsorship
to allow the council to extend and continue the scheme.
The cost of providing, watering, and replacing a double
basket on a lamp post is about £150 a year. Sponsorship
would be noted on the basket rack, and by a listing on the
three Town Council notice boards in the area and in the
council newspaper Think Loughton, which is delivered to
every house in the IG10 area. We hope that local
organisations (and businesses outside the centre section)
will sponsor more baskets — if you know some-one who is
interested, please contact Cllr Caroline Pond (details on
page 4), and she will pass it on to the Council.
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Debden Library

Should the library stay in its present rather cramped home
on The Broadway, rather than returning to its old position
on the corner of Rectory Lane and Borders Lane (when the
college rebuilding is over)? We are now told that the new
library building on the corner will not be directly linked to
the college.

Let us know what you think at contact@loughtonresi-
dents.co.uk, or write to Cllr Rose Brookes (see page 4).
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After over a year of promises and counter-promises, the
idea of a dedicated highway repair team for Loughton,
Chigwell, and Buckhurst Hill has finally fallen flat. Essex
Area Highways thought it would cut across their new plan
for a "Highway ranger" service, which has been trialled in
Brentwood, but will now cover the whole of the county.
The contractors will seek out defects and repair them
without the need for an order to be raised by Area
Highways.

Filling those potholes

Details of when this will start in Loughton are not yet
certain, but it should be early in 2009. They shouldn't have
far to look for defects in this area!

On a more positive note, Alderton Hall Lane is being
resurfaced. The long awaited repair/resurfacing of Chester
Rd is also underway, after much pressure from LRA County
Councillor Chris Pond - the County Council accepted
Chris’s suggestion that the work should be carried out in
the school holidays, to minimise the inevitable disruption.
We hope that this work will reduce the vibrations caused
by the traffic to homes on the road.
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Broadway enhancement AR\
The Broadway is a great shopping centre, with “real”
shops. But the area is looking very run down and it’s time
for action. In October and November the old pavements
will be replaced. After Christmas there will be periods
when one side or the other of The Broadway will be closed
to traffic for new road-surfaces to be installed. Both sides
will be closed for 4 weeks for work on the central
reservation.

There will still be plenty of parking in the roads either side
of The Broadway, and the buses will still be operating.
Please support the shops there; if you don’t shop on The
Broadway, give it a try!

Loughton Brook Project

For some years, LRA has been supporting a group which is
attempting to clean up the stretch alongside the brook on
Brook Road — it could become an attractive feature for
residents and for wildlife. The Project group raised funds
to employ the University of East London to do a
topographical survey, in preparation to raise the big money
needed to carry out the project. Unfortunately, progress
stalled because UEL have so far failed to produce their
results. The group are now trying to find a way of pushing
ahead, and of raising grant funding for a public
consultation to be held at St Michael’s Church.

Meanwhile local volunteers are continuing with their
litter picks to try to keep the level of rubbish on the site
down. [ClIr Ken Angold-Stephens]

Parking

The District Council is making changes to the parking
regime around The Broadway and the station, as part of the
enhancement scheme. Vere Road is to become pay and
display, the same as Burton Road. However, the planned
meter parking in The Broadway itself will now not go ahead
and the present “one hour, no return for three hours” will
be retained - this is a much happier solution all round.

The current District Council administration postponed
indefinitely the parking reviews previously promised for
Loughton and Debden residential roads near the stations
and shops However, the good sign is that the new
portfolio holder has agreed to look at special cases, so we
are making representations for some roads in Loughton and
Debden to be dealt with as soon as possible.

The District Council have been looking at the difficulties of
parking in council-built housing estates, like Debden,
which was built before cars were common. In 2006, a
committee chaired by LRAs Ken Angold-Stephens
recommended significant increases in funding for off-street
parking schemes throughout the District, mainly on the
housing estates (the cost of making a new parking bay is
about £6,000).

The aim is to enable far more schemes to be completed
each year, to ease the serious parking problems many of
our residents have been experiencing and to improve many
of our damaged verges. Proposals will go to the District
Council Cabinet in September, supported by your LRA
councillors.

New website address - www.loughtonresidents.co.uk




12-30 Church Hill

For some years, LRA and local residents have been fighting
proposals to replace these houses and shops with three
linked blocks of flats. So far, the District Council Planning
Committee has turned down each application, and on
Appeal the Committee’s decisions have been upheld.

In the process the design of the blocks has undoubtedly
improved, but they would still be far too bulky.

Our thanks to all those who have helped to get us this far
— we will continue the fight if the developers go to
Appeal again.

[David Linnell]

Taking a NAP

LRA is wide awake and playing a full role in
Neighbourhood Action Panels, or “NAP”s. Local police
teams meet residents every 4-6 weeks to discuss police
priorities and give feedback on past requests for action.
There are NAPs for each of the High Road area, the
Debden area, Epping Forest College and local transport
systems.

As well as raising specific problems, we have been
pressing for better police feedback to individuals about
crimes they report. There is widespread cynicism because
people often don't see the action the police have taken,
and assume they have done nothing. We want all crimes
reported so the police can focus on the worst areas, and
can justify more resources in Loughton. [David Linnell]
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Pudding Lane, Chigwell

This is a notoriously dangerous road. Cllr Norman Hume is
the County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways. He
is considering reducing the speed limit from 60mph to 40
mph — is this enough? Let him know your views by
emailing ClIr.Norman.Hume®@essexcc.gov.uk and send a
copy to us at contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk, or write to
him at Essex County Council, County Hall, Market Road,
Chelmsford CM1 1QH with a copy to LRA ClIr Chris Pond
(address see page 4).

Parking offences

Police will be monitoring pavement parking and traffic
obstructions in a number of key roads, including Traps Hill,
Meadow Road and Lower Park Road.

They have already given warnings in Ladyfields Close and
eventually issued 30 fixed penalty tickets on cars which
were obstructing the pathways for local residents.

Police

For local police contact details or to subscribe to
their monthly newsletter, enter your postcode at
www essex.police.uk

Debden: PC Sami Dawood (07968 354021)
Loughton: PC Roberto Vacca (07968 354021)
Crimes: Emergencies 999 (24 hrs)

o non emergencies 0300 333 4444 (24 hrs)
Beat surgeries & public meetings:
www.essex.police.uk

New website address - www.loughtonresidents.co.uk




Broadway “Vision”

The District Council is looking at multi-million pound
regeneration plans for Loughton Broadway involving
homes, shops, businesses and public transport. This will
come well after the current “improvement” works in The
Broadway.

[t could involve rebuilding either side of the junction with
Rectory Lane (particularly the garage and Sainsbury’s site),
with better links to Debden Station, where the car-park
would remain, but under a new building.

LRA will be watching the proposals as they develop, and
keeping you informed —watch out for more information in
our next newsletter about this, and about your chance in
October to hear about it from those involved, and to
question them about it.
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Do you know anyone who could help LRA by editing LRA’s
website? This involves taking material supplied from
Loughton Life and LRA meetings and reducing it down to
fit, and liaising with our technical expert who does the
actual updating of the site.

Help wanted

We need someone to work alongside our present editor,
and then take over. Please contact David Linnell on 020
8508 2932 or contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk
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Who’s Who

CHAIRMAN: vacant

VICE CHAIRMAN David Linnell 8508 2932
20 Eleven Acre Rise IG10 TAN

SECRETARY Stephen Pewsey 8508 5582
59 Wroths Path IG10 1SH

MINUTES SECRETARY: vacant

TREASURER Tony Paddon 8508 2238
12 Forest View Road IG10 4DX

PRESS OFFICER Michael Benbow 8508 4457
28 Brook Road IG10 1BP

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY Juliet Pollard

14 The Hawthorns IG10 3QT 8502 0552
COMMITTEE

Naoko Azur 8508 2962
Ken Faulkner 8508 1215
Kevin Latchford 8502 4568
Charles MacKenzie 8508 2909
David White 3225 5006
Janet Woods 8508 1764
Bela Yorke 8508 4729
LRA councillors

COUNTY: Loughton (Central)

Chris Pond 7 Staples Road IG10 1HP 8508 2361
DISTRICT (D) AND TOWN (T) COUNCILS

ALDERTON WARD

Rose Brookes (D&T) 8502 5981
3 Lower Park Road IG10 4NB

FAIRMEAD WARD

Carol Davies (T) 8508 4234
13 Colebrook Gardens 1G10 2HS

David Wixley (D) 8418 9284
2 Copper Beech Court Goldings Road IG10 2QH

FOREST WARD

Jill Angold-Stephens (T) 8281 0674
89 Lower Park Road IG10 4NE

Suzanne Harper (T) 8508 4770
23 Algers Road IG10 4NG

Peter House (T) 8532 1275
10 Connaught Avenue 1G10 4DP

RODING WARD

Ken Angold-Stephens (D&T) 8281 0674
89 Lower Park Road IG10 4NE

Margaret Chalk (T) 8508 2226
49 Southview Road IG10 3LQ

David Wixley (T) 8418 9284
2 Copper Beech Court Goldings Road IG10 2QH

ST JOHN’S WARD

John Markham (D) 8508 1945
77 Queens Road IG10 1RR

Stephen Pewsey (T) 8508 5582
59 Wroths Path IG10 1SH

Caroline Pond (D&T) 8508 2361
7 Staples Road IG10 THP

Chris Pond (T) 8508 2361
7 Staples Road IG10 THP

ST MARY’S WARD

Rod Barrett (D&T) 8502 2085
162 Forest Road IG10 1EG

Lucette Howe 8508 3719
19 Spareleaze Hill IG10 1BS

Roy Thomson 8502 3786

8 Brooklyn Court High Road IG10 TAQ TAN
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LRA SUBSCRIPTIONS: HAVE YOU PAID FOR 2008?

To check, or for a Standing Order form, please ring 020 8508 2932 or email contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk




