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Peter House 2006

Season’s Greetings and a Happy New Year to all. 

And thank you to all those who  put so much effort into LRA and our town.
A special thank you to the 78 members who bring this newsletter to your
home. Please, they need your help to ensure Loughton Life gets delivered,
come and join them for  an hour ocassionally. Call David Linnell on 8508
2932 or e-mail contact@loughtonresidents.com

Loughton Life
DECEMBER 2006

We are all delighted that we will soon
see Centric Parade’s boulevard design
as it was intended. 

In the wake of the council’s facelift,
leaving Centric Parade cold and bare,
LRA began a campaign to bring back
our trees. Residents responded
vociferously. Over 300 signed an LRA
petition at the Farmers’ Market, and
more than 70 emails were sent to our
website. LRA Cllr Peter House visited
every Centric Parade shop finding that
‘all but one of the shops would
welcome trees and other landscaping.’

LRA councillors got the District
Council to agree that £10,000 will be
used for replacement trees. The money
will be received as a Section 106
payment from the developers of a small
office unit on the corner of Clifton
Road. This sum should provide seven
or eight trees, which will be planted
along the kerb line, to avoid
underground services. So, a positive
response to the cry, ‘Bring Back Our
Trees!’ John Woods
Ed: The response by post and e-mail to the tree
survey in the last issue, was overwhelmingly in
favour of having street trees.

Success in Tree Campaign

Residents of Loughton have been
alarmed to learn that some services at
Whipps Cross Hospital are likely to be
reduced or even removed, with
services  transferred to King George's
hospital, Ilford.

Whipps Cross is one of four local
hospitals subject to the 'Fit for the
Future' review by NE London Health
Authority, but they began the review
without considering the needs of
patients from Loughton, Buckhurst Hill
or Chigwell. The options selected for
formal consultation may therefore not
reflect the needs of our area.

It was LRA that alerted our local
Primary Care Trust and district council.
As a result, our Primary Care Trust is
now represented on the hospital review
body. LRA will work with patients'
representatives to put our case, and has
been promised regular information
which we will share with residents.

The District Council responded to
our concerns by inviting Health
Authority representatives to brief local
district councillors at a recent meeting.
LRA was well represented by Peter
House and Tony Lee as councillors and
Diane Rhodes, Dorothy Paddon and
David Linnell in the public seats, all of
whom asked questions about the issues

concerning residents. Peter House
described the answers they received as
“not very satisfactory, but one thing
that you can be very sure of, the LRA is
and will remain on the case.”

Many local residents rely upon
Whipps Cross for their hospital care.
LRA is submitting a list of residents’
concerns to the review. We have an
aging population, and many older
people have neither cars nor financial
resources to travel what could be
double the present distances. The NE
London Review should be coordinated
with the review underway for hospitals
in Essex, particularly the Princess
Alexandra at Harlow, in view of the
growth targets for Harlow and
surrounding area. Our hospitals will
need to cope with the Olympics,
possible disasters, flu epidemics and
terrorist atrocities.

LRA is supporting the local
Guardian petition, and hopes members
will sign at their nearest newsagent, or
contact us for a form. We want to leave
the authorities in no doubt about the
importance of Whipps Cross to
residents in our area.

e-mail your comments to
fitforthefuture@wfpct.nhs.uk. 

Please copy to dpaddon@swessex.u-net.com 
Dorothy Paddon 8508  2238

Whipps Cross Under the Knife



Rod Barrett has been co-opted to fill
the vacancy in St Mary’s Ward,
following the death of LRA Town
Councillor Mike Wardle. Rod was born
in Loughton, lives in Forest Road and
still runs his own business here. He is a
local man through and through, and
will work hard for the people of
Loughton. ‘I have a longstanding
interest in preserving what’s good
about Loughton and solving its
problems.’
Rod is  a member of the Planning and
Recreation Committees of the Town
Council. He welcomes your views.

Contact details on back page

New Man in Town Council -
but not a new man in town

A group of angry residents has formed
an Action Group to press for new
controls on through traffic that uses the
residential roads of Forest ward to
access the High Road from the Epping
New Road. They say that this traffic
has increased significantly since the
opening of Sainsbury’s. 

‘The residential roads and lanes of
Forest ward are narrow and the houses
close to the road, and are subject to
extreme levels of noise caused by this
through traffic. It seems to us that
residents’ rights to peace and quiet in
their homes are being ignored in
favour of shoppers rights from outside
of Loughton to use any route they want
to the new supermarket irrespective of
the impact on the environment.’

Proposals suggested by the Action
Group include timed closure of Earls
path at weekends and outside the
weekday rush hours, or alternatively a
more localised scheme to reduce the
traffic using the very narrow part of
Smarts Lane between Earls Path and
the Victoria Pub, High Beech Road
and Connaught Avenue. 

Residents contend that the closure
of Staples Road, due to though traffic
in a very narrow road, set a precedent
for this. The lower part of Smarts Lane
was made one-way for the same
reason. 

The Action Group are conducting
their own traffic surveys and seeking

the views of other residents in the
area. For more details, contact the
Action Group by email at
action_group@hotmail.co.uk.

Trevor Downing

Editors’ note: LRA has sympathy for the
problems caused to residents on roads
that are carrying undue traffic. Some
measure of control in these roads was
suggested in 1996 but Essex County
Council would not entertain the idea
as it would impede reaction times of
the emergency services.

Rat-run Traffic Angers Residents

Quark - Quark
Interested in layout ? Do you have
Quark Xpress software ? Loughton Life
team would like to hear from you -
contact@loughtonresidents.com

I was delighted to see the article by
Dorothy Paddon in the latest issue
of Loughton Life. I couldn’t agree
more that it is individuals not ethnic
minorities who are responsible for
crime in the area and I applaud her
call to face problems together rather
than dividing our community. 

I was appalled when the BNP
made headway in some Loughton
wards recently and I just wanted to
share with others that my partner
and I moved here from London one
year ago and we miss the diversity
of London, our reasons for moving
here had nothing to do with wanting
to escape ethnic minorities, as the
BNP like to suggest - we just wanted
a garden! We are always glad to see
non “white” faces in Loughton and
indeed would like to see more. As a
member of Loughton Resident’s
Association and a person of mixed
heritage myself, I warmly encourage
more ethnic minorities to make sure
their views are represented in
Loughton.

Helen Lim  

Crime 
the following e-mail was received in
response to the articlein the last issue
“Who is to Blame for Crime in
Loughton” To read the article go to
www.loughtonresidents.com, scroll
down the LRA menu (top left) and
click on Loughton Life:

Loughton is to have its own festival
celebrating our literary heritage on
Saturday 31 March and Sunday 1 April
2007.

Local authors and historical
authorities have been invited to give
talks on Loughton’s literary greats. The
speakers include writers Jill Barklem
(Brambly Hedge) Julia Golding and
Jenny Diski. There will be sessions on
creative writing, poetry and local book
groups as well as a literary forest walk.
Venues include Loughton Methodist
Church, Loughton Library, Queen
Elizabeth Hunting Lodge, and High
Beech Church.

A range of associated events will
round out the week, including Essex
Book Festival, LADS Night Waves,
WEA Day School, Roding Players
concert and the Forest Creative Writers
events for children.

Also for children,
there will be a
writing competition,
inviting them to
write a poem, a short story or a
newspaper article about anything
connected to Loughton and Epping
Forest. Deadline 31 January 2007.
Book prizes will be awarded to the
best entries in each age group.

The Festival committee are seeking
sponsorship and donations, as well as
volunteers and stewards to help on the
day. Also welcome is bric-à-brac for
the Festival stall at the February
Farmers’ market (local collection can
be arranged). 

If you would like to help or enter
the writing competition, please
contact Sue Taylor on 020 8508 2512
or info@loughtonfestival.org.uk. 

Loughton’s First Festival will be
held in March 2007



In a modern, chaotic world, where
parents and carers often need a
helping hand, lives a charitable fairy
godmother called Booktrust. Many
years ago, she became worried that
parents and guardian angels were so
busy; they were forgetting to spend
time with their children. Booktrust and
her scholarly companions began to
fear that babies all across the land
were being denied access to the highly
imaginative and creative world of
storybooks. As they grew older, these
babies began to lose the ability to
communicate with their loved ones
and surrounding communities. 

In order to resolve this predicament,
Booktrust and her family of teachers,
health workers, librarians and
publishers gathered together to weave
a magic spell. They would combine
their powers of knowledge and local
resources to ignite three vital beacons
called Bookstart Packs – each carrying
a magical, free gift for every child in
the United Kingdom. 

So, in time it
came to pass.
Beginning with
your baby’s first
health check, at the
age of 7, 8 or 9 months, a
health visitor shall appear bearing a
cotton canvas bag. On the strap of
each bag you will see the slogans:
‘Libraries Are For Everyone’ and
‘Babies Love Books’. As your baby
turns 18-months, and again at three,
the visitor will return, bearing more
books. The sole purpose of Bookstart is
to engender a life-long love of books
among children, at no extra cost to
their parents. 

If you enjoyed our tale and would
like to learn more, please contact Ms
Wendy Clarke, Children’s Service
Development Officer at Loughton
Library, Tel: 020 8502 0181.

Jhana Ruth Arnold

Any brass
players out
there ?
If there are any adult brass
musicians who would be
interested in a local ensemble of
some kind, please get in touch
with details of the instruments you
play so that we can gauge interest
and hopefully set something up.

Bob Stevenson on 0208 508 6859
bobshirl@waitrose.com.

Bookstart: A Fairy Story

LRA offers mulled wine and mince
pies to usher in the Christmas season.
Music by the Roding Players and local
singers.

Good Cheer at the
LRA Farmers Market
on Sunday 3rd
December

LRA and Labour Councillors’ efforts to
get the District Council to improve the
Broadway are finally paying off. Work
started in September to smarten up the
buildings as well as introduce traffic-
calming, parking controls, CCTV
cameras and improved street lighting. 

The central reservation will be
removed and The Broadway will
become a one-way single-lane road
(towards Willingale Road), which will
run through a new pedestrian space.
Burton Road and Vere Road will
become one-way streets and
additional on-street parking will be
provided.  Better pedestrian access
should encourage more shoppers to
walk or cycle to do their shopping,
reducing the traffic-flow. 

The short-stay parking spaces will
cost the same as other local car parks.
There will be residents parking passes

for those living above the shops and
contract parking for businesses. The
changes should stop commuters from
using these parking areas, but they
may then move into nearby residential
streets – particularly in the Colson
Road area. To support residents, LRA
Councillors Chris and Caroline Pond
have insisted that the District and
County Councils carry out a review to
deal with any problems that may
occur.

There will be some inconvenience
while the work is carried out, but we
deserve a revitalised and more
pedestrian-friendly shopping centre,
and now we’re going to get it.

David Linnell

Broadening The Broadway

What Can You Get For £4?
A year’s membership of Loughton
Residents Association.

Have you paid this year ? Please call
David Linnell 8508 2932 or e-mail
contact@loughtonresidents.com to find
out. We would appreciate it if you
would pay by standing order. The form
may be printed out from our
website,www.loughtonresidents.com
or call us for a copy. Collecting
subscriptions takes valuable time and
energy which we would like to use
elsewhere.

The views and support of our
members are the backbone of LRA.
Membership is for the calendar year
and covers a complete household. The
members' subscriptions help to pay the
cost of the newsletters, Loughton
Framers Market displays, the website
and the work of LRA.

If you know anyone who wishes to
become involved in making Loughton
a better place to live, why not ask them
to join us? Might be the best £4 they
ever spent.
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1. To the woods!  (6)
2. Loved by Helen of Troy  (5)
3. Sounds like a place to wander  (4)
4. At the edge of water – must be in France!  (8)
5. On the Magic Roundabout…  (8)
6. A bounder and his mum  (9)
7. This place takes the biscuit!  (4)
8. An island for a colonial statesman?  (6)
9. Maybe not your favourite vegetable  (8)
10. Where a Welshman may be knighted?  (6)
11. Sounds almost like an old-time dance  (7 or 8)
12. Mother sets out to sea  (10)
13. Your abode in a village just outside Chelmsford?  (9)
14. Irving or Isaiah?  (6)
15. Evergreen trees abound on this island  (6)
16. Tin town?  (6)
17. A double dose of this city would sound sweet  (4)
18. A perfumed place?  (7)
19. The bottle’s stopped here  (4)
20. Her father was frank  (5)
21. A divided town?  (5)
22. You may be among those who have nice memories of this city  (6)
23. Father Christmas ‘n the German  (9)
24. Sounds as if there is a lot of paper here  (5 or 6)
25. Where you pay homage to the Belgian king  (5)
26. Indefinite, definite – two aspects  (6)
27. I’m between two containers in this City  (7,4)
28. Troubled? Argue quietly for this place  (6)
29. They must organise excursions here  (5)
30. Your home? No, my family’s place  (5)

Last year the clues were all in Britain. This year we’re widening our horizons to
European cities, towns and a couple of islands (and none is in the UK, if that
helps!). Spellings are the ‘anglicised’ versions. Usual rules and usual prizes:
answers to Les Harris, 32 Upper Park Loughton IG10 4EQ by letter or e-mail
(lesandsueharris@aol.com) by January 7th 2007. First fully correct answer out of
the hat will receive a book token or a bottle of champagne. Good Luck – we hope
you enjoy the Quiz. And have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Another Cryptic Christmas
The LRA QUIZ 2006

Adults Meet to Discuss Kids’ Play
Local residents often feel that young
people spend much of their free time
loitering and causing anguish to other
members of the community. 

LRA focussed on local provision for
youth at the autumn public meeting, to
re-enforce the idea that with something
productive and enjoyable to do, young
people are much less likely to pose
problems. Nigel Varnam, an Essex
County Council Youth Manager readily
admits that local youth facilities have
been “woefully lacking for a long
time”. 

The new Youth Centre at Murray
Hall on Borders Lane had a very
successful evening recently with a DJ
and Band.  Approximately 150 young
people attended, predominantly 13–14
year olds; local police confirm no

complaints in the neighbourhood
regarding teenagers that night. 

The Youth Centre is now hosting
activities every evening during the
week. The County Youth Service is
keen to recruit more staff, particularly
from Loughton itself, where there have
been no applications. 

“Young people need somewhere
they can feel comfortable”, said Mr
Varnam, and the Youth Service is
considering the provision of a second,
mobile centre.

How do young people actually want
to spend their time? If you have any
suggestions or ideas about youth
activities, please contact Diane
Rhodes, 8508 3284 or email
contact@loughtonresidents.com.

Victoria Close


