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LRA's Loughton News
30 April 2021

This month we provide an update on the Public
Inquiry into the proposed developments on Borders
Lane, and the latest on planning applications that
have been delayed due to Epping Forest Special
Area of Conservation issues.
The latest update on Covid vaccines locally is
included, along with how to make sure you get
your second dose and how to get free tests.
Also we report on the current state of Electric
Vehicle charging points and new heritage
plaques around town.
With the spring weather, it's that time of the year
when people start gardening. Remember though
that many trees in our town have Tree Preservation
Orders. We are fortunate to have green spaces
close by so check out the latest advice for visiting
Epping Forest, and how about a wildlife walk,
checking out the bluebells or visiting the Roding
Valley Meadows Nature Reserve?
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With elections on May 6th, we ask you again this
year to support us by voting LRA. If you've already
voted LRA by postal vote, thank you. And did you
know LRA first put up a candidate for election way
back in 1981?
You can always contact us by email
at contact@loughtonresidents.co.uk to raise an
issue, to give your views, or to offer help.

LRA on Twitter

LRA on Facebook

Contact LRA
Links not working? Read
the online version

LRA offers an impressive team for every voter to endorse and we ask you again this
year to vote LRA. The elections are for seats on the Town, District and County
Councils.
See who your candidates are here, with more about what LRA has done and will
continue to do for our town.
Look for the LRA symbol on the ballot paper. If you have received your ballot papers
by post, you should complete and return them as soon as you can.

LRA News
Fairview Homes Developments on Borders Lane:
Lucton's Field and the College Middle Site

LRA Cllr Chris Pond, David Linnell and Michael Benbow attended the online appeal
hearing against the District Council’s failure to make a decision on Fairview Homes
proposals for developments on Lucton’s Field (opposite the College) and on the

Middle Site. LRA committee member
Michael Benbow spoke on behalf of a
group of 217 residents.
The Council argued that Fairview Homes
were trying to put too many dwellings on
the site, and that the design was
unsatisfactory. Much of the discussion was
on technical planning points. Chris gave
cogent
arguments
against
any
development on Lucton’s Field, and David
spoke on what we see as a fundamental legal flaw in the Council’s approach which
means that building shouldn’t be allowed on either of the two sites until a complete
and detailed Air Pollution Mitigation Strategy is put in place (see LRA’s comments on
the next item). Michael stressed the excessive density of the proposed development.
We now await the Planning Inspector’s decision, which may not appear for many
weeks.
More background is on our website on Lucton's Field and the Middle Site.
In our last news email we described the reason for the Fairview Homes planning
hearing as the District Council turning down the proposals. In fact the reason was
that the District Council failed to take any decisions on Fairview Homes’ proposals so
they asked for the decisions to be made by a Planning Inspector. Our apologies for
any misunderstanding.

Planning Applications delayed by EFSAC issues

At the District Council’s Development Management Committee meeting on April
26th, LRA Cllrs secured a delay in the release of planning permissions on the two
sites (51 High Rd and 113 Church Hill) in Loughton very near the Forest. These sites
will be reassessed by the officers and a further report made to the committee.
LRA Cllrs were supported by Green Cllr Simon Heap, who pointed out that because
of the slow activation of catalytic convertors, vehicles starting from new
developments very near the Forest would have much more deleterious an effect than
those just passing through.
LRA comment: LRA considers that the Council’s Interim Air Pollution Mitigation
Strategy completely fails to meet the requirements of the relevant legislation. The
developments being considered are small, the largest one in Loughton being 10
units, but the principle is important, as the law refers to all developments, singly or
with others, and implementing these approvals would inevitably lead to further
damage to the Epping Forest Special Area of Conservation.
More background is on our website on the Local Plan and Clean Air Zone.

Your LRA in Elections over 40 years

Did you know LRA first put up Howard Kleyn as a
candidate way back in 1981? He was duly elected
as a County Cllr and was the first of over 100 LRA
members elected as a Cllrs since then.
In this picture LRA Chris Pond holds the first LRA
election poster - Click to enlarge.

Covid-19/Coronavirus

More from the government and advice from
the NHS
Vaccine Information for Essex

Information and support on the Covid
vaccine for Essex is online.
You can check current eligibility then use
the National Booking Service or call 119 for
an appointment at a vaccination centre. Or contact your GP and make an
appointment.
If you live in Essex and need help to book an appointment you can phone 0344 2573
961 (open 10am to 4pm, local rate). In particular, this is the number to ring if your
2nd dose of the vaccine is due within the next seven days and you still don’t have an
appointment.

The situation in Essex

Mike Gogarty, the Director of Public Health for the
County Council, has written to all residents in
Essex with a roadmap out of the lockdown in
Essex.

Pick up a testing kit from Loughton
Library, Traps Hill
You can now pick up Covid testing kits at
Loughton Library. The LFT* tests are quick
and easy to do, and help is available on a
dedicated helpline (03337 726 144). Or you
can book a PCR* test at one of the many
mobile testing units operating across Essex.
Targeted groups, including the households and bubbles of school-aged children and

businesses with more than 10 employees should continue to use the specific testing
channels already in place for them. If you have Covid symptoms, please book a PCR
Covid-19 test as normal.
*Read more on LFT and PCR tests

Government’s Test and Trace payment scheme

You can apply to the District Council for £500 if you’re required to self-isolate for up
to 14 days, cannot work from home and are on a low income or in receipt of
qualifying benefits and have household savings less than £16,000, or if you’re a
parent or guardian of an infant or child required to stay at home upon the instruction
of a childcare provider or school. So far, the District Council has processed around
900 applications and has paid out over £160,000.
More about Test and Trace and answers to FAQs.

Supporting our local shops and businesses

Now Covid restrictions are easing, please support Loughton’s shops and businesses
as they reopen. Many shops are offering a delivery service as part of Click it Local.
More

Making our high streets safer

The District Council has finally received draft town centre appraisals from their
consultant covering The Broadway and the High Road. These reports will be
presented to the Cabinet this month with additional information gathered after the
return to trading on April 12th.
LRA comment: the Council seems to have been extremely dilatory – measures for
Epping High Road (a smaller and less frequented shopping area than the High Road)
have been in place for months. We will continue to press for some action in
Loughton.

Online support for small businesses

Get online and practical support with reopening from the District Council. More.

Grants to help businesses be Covid safe
Funding is available to help small and medium size businesses trade safely as the
move out of lockdown begins. The Essex Business Adaptation Funding (EBAF) is
providing grants of either £500, £1,000 or £1,500 to support local businesses in
carrying out adjustments to their premises, enabling them to operate in a COVIDsecure way. More than 100 local businesses have accessed around £140,000, but
more funding is still available and applications can be made up to July 1st.
The money could be used to pay for screens or barriers to protect customers and
staff, for outdoor seating or shelters to trade outdoors. It can even be spent on for
digital technology to establish an online presence. However it cannot be used to pay
for costs such as rent, wages or PPE. The grant is non-repayable and applications
are normally turned around within a week.
Apply now for a grant, or find out more by calling 01992 564264.

District Council support for residents

The District Council has worked hard to support residents during the covid-19 crisis;
you can see a report on what they’ve been doing here.

District Council activity on Covid

The Council has served three prohibition notices relating to Covid breaches. Two car
washes also received Fixed Penalty Notices of £1,000 (these were paid within 14
days and were discounted to £500).

They also commissioned the production of posters
to promote the wearing of face masks in public
places - the ‘Don’t make us ask, wear a mask’
posters have been distributed to about 500 local
businesses to date, and are available here to all
local businesses (can be edited to include a
business logo if desired). For other social distancing posters for local businesses,
see here

District Council
Support

The District Council has further
information and guidance here, plus
support for residents and
businesses, and help for getting you
back on your feet.

Loughton Covid19 Mutual Aid
Group
This Loughton group connects
neighbours to offer practical help
during the pandemic, through
Facebook and WhatsApp
groups. More.

Planning and Licensing
Read more on our website about Planning and Licensing, the role of the LRA Plans
Group (LRAPG), how to get more information and how to comment to the Town
Council and the District Council.
The District Council takes the decisions on planning applications. The application will
be decided upon by a Council Officer or by Cllrs in a District Council Planning
Committee, and residents’ comments on the proposals will be taken into account but
not necessarily agreed with. This is a quasi-legal process, and decisions have to be
taken on planning grounds only, based on the national planning legislation and the
District Local Plan, whatever the views and feelings of the individual Cllrs involved.
If you wish to comment, don't delay. The process is time critical with several stages
along the way. If you wish to make comments please try to submit them before the
deadline set by the Council. Although submissions can be made and have to be
considered up to the time a decision is made, once the statutory deadline has
passed, the application might be determined before your comments are received.
The process for alcohol licensing applications is similar to the process for planning
applications, except that objections must relate to one or more of the four Licensing
Objectives (page 4, section 1.7) and any comments received after the end of the
formal consultation period won’t be taken into account by the District Council.

Pizza Hut, 21 The Broadway

Pizza Hut have applied for a new Premises Licence to provide food till 1am.
LRAPG has objected to this application as there are flats above the shops on The
Broadway, and opening until 1am would mean disturbance for residents from
customers and delivery vehicles above the shop and in the side area.
Reference WK/202114377. The consultation period runs to May 13th.

46 Pyrles Lane (was Martins)

An application has been made to change this shop into an Indian takeaway, with a
roof mounted filtered extraction unit at the back.
LRAPG has objected to this application as the proposed extractor system will
discharge below the flats and when the wind is blowing in the wrong direction the
fumes will go into open windows. The extractor system will also affect the prospects
of redeveloping the garages,

Application EPF/0517/21. The formal consultation period has ended.

Green's Steakhouse & Grill, 200 High Road

Green’s have applied for a pavement licence for five tables, 20 chairs, and
three umbrellas for the consumption of food and/or drink by customers, Monday to
Sunday 11:45am to 11pm.
LRAPG has objected to this application as it will obstruct the footpath and impact on
Covid safety social distancing.
Reference WK/202115072. The consultation period has ended.

Woodstock, 229 High Road

Woodstock have applied for a pavement licence for seven tables and 14 chairs for
the consumption of food and/or drink by customers, Monday to Sunday 7am to 8pm.
LRAPG has objected to this application as it will obstruct the footpath and impact on
Covid safety social distancing.
Reference WK/202113984. The consultation period has ended.

Roads, Parking and Travel
District Council online parking
information

Residents and visitors to the District are telling the
Council they would like to see more information on
where they can park, as well as the cost of a
parking permit and the location of electronic
vehicle charging points.
The Council’s website currently contains information on its pay and display carparks
and each of the locations provides a link to the MIPermit website which includes a
map. Information on parking permits is also available on the website. The Council are
looking at how to improve the website’s search facility so it covers third party sites to
ensure information is accessible and easy to find.

Public Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging

The District Council is working with two EV charging providers to deliver public ‘rapid’
50kW chargers (80% charge in 30 mins) in various Council short stay car parks. Both
operators work on a site rental/profit share basis and provide ongoing maintenance
and upgrades over the contracted period (10+ years). Both offer very good customer
service according to Zapmap reviews and usage data, and allow simple contactless
card payment options instead of restrictive membership cards and apps.
According to Zapmap, there are only three ‘rapid’ charging sites in the whole of the
District, which is likely to be restricting EV purchasers locally to those with off street
parking. Despite this, Epping Forest has the second highest number of EVs and
plug-in hybrids on the roads in Essex.
Exploratory work is underway to add public ‘fast’ (overnight) public EV charging
options for residential areas. One option is the use of lamp posts by networks such
as char.gy and Ubitricity. As most lamp posts are owned by the County Council, the
District Council is initially exploring use of District Council owned lamp posts, some of
which meet the requirement of being located kerbside and in relatively unrestricted
locations (that is, not in resident-only car parks).

Highways schemes

A few, mostly small, schemes have been advertised by the North Essex Parking
Partnership (NEPP). These have come from resident pressure or because NEPP’s
wardens (Civil Enforcement Officers) noticed issues and are mostly in St John’s and
St Mary’s wards.
They include:
a loading bay outside 73 Forest Road
double red lines round sharp bends and intersections on the Borders Lane
Redrow Estate, to stop vehicles obstructing to dustcarts, etc.
a Controlled Parking Zone for Shelley Grove Monday to Friday, 10am to 2pm,
excluding Bank & Public Holidays
double red lines for safety in Pyrles Lane and Fairmeads near the Forest
Surgery
double yellow lines near the Foresters' Arms at the junction of Stony Path and
Baldwins Hill (this scheme dates from 2003 but the District Council failed to
make the order legal at the time).

Essex Highways repairs

You can use Essex Highways interactive map to see where repairs are planned.

Highway Rangers

The District Council Rangers continue to work on issues reported by residents, Cllrs
and the County Council. For example, they have cut back hedges encroaching from
Council land onto paths and have re-set many pavement bollards that have been
struck by vehicles, (some of which have been broken for years). A contractor has
been tasked with removing old defective coin-operated bike loops in the High Road
and installing new ones.

Roadworks in March

In Epping Forest District, County Highways
repaired 65 potholes, fixed 45 pavement defects,
cleared 362 drains and fixed 239 streetlights.

TfL travel information

TfL say that their transport network has never been
cleaner. Since September, Imperial College London
has run monthly tests for coronavirus on the transport
network and found no trace. They ask travellers to use
alternative transport where possible, or to travel at the
quieter times. The TfL Go app can help you plan your
journey and shows the quieter times to travel.
You must continue to wear a face covering over your nose and mouth at all times
when on the transport network, unless exempt. There are fines of up to £6,400 for
anyone who does not comply. Please also wash or sanitise your hands before and
after travel.
Some Tube and DLR stations are temporarily not accepting cash at ticket machines
and so only accept card payments.
Find out more here.

Police and Crime

Problems in Clifton Road late last year

Following numerous complaints about continuing anti-social behaviour in the Clifton
Road area, the Community Policing Team worked closely with the District Council to
sort out the problem. Reports indicated that the car park was being used as a
gathering location for people and vehicles, leading to disorder and noise nuisance.
Increased patrols in late December and into the New Year identified a number of
people and vehicles involved. Meanwhile the Council secured funding and has
installed gates to the car park. Residents have thanked local police officers for their
efforts.
The Council and Essex Police regularly work in partnership to address repeat ASB
issues. You can report these online to Essex Police on Live Chat on the website or
using the reporting form, and to the Council.

Loughton man arrested in Buckhurst Hill

In mid April, officers from the Epping Forest Police Community Safety Team arrested
a 20 year old male from Loughton after a short pursuit, on suspicion of possession
with intent to supply a controlled drug and driving without insurance. He was also
later further arrested on suspicion of taking a vehicle without the owner's consent
(the vehicle was recovered at the scene). Enquiries continue.

District Council CCTV

The Council has actively worked with the Police to identify suspects involved in
various incidents, including a window being broken at the HSBC Bank on the High
Road, 30+ youths engaging in a fight in The Broadway involving a weapon (a
machete), and a driver who tried to drive a vehicle so as to hit pedestrians in The
Broadway. Rapid deployment cameras have been used in Loughton to observe
compliance with the COVID regulations.

The Safer Essex Roads Partnership
activity in March

Essex Police work in partnership with a number of
other agencies to help keep our roads safe and
here is what was happening on our roads during
March 2021.
Don't forget about 'Extra Eyes', where you can
report instances of poor and dangerous driving
alongside submission of video (such as dashcam)
evidence. Find out more about the partnership and
their work or make a report under Extra Eyes here.
Click image to enlarge

Council News
Refurbishment of the District Council offices, Epping

The planned refurbishment is in its final stages. The Council is holding meetings with
possible outside users of the building and has started on a phased return to
occupying the building.

They say the refurbishment continues to be within
the agreed budget. When residents can visit the
new
welcome
lounge
there
will
be
receptionists/floor walkers smartly dressed in a
uniform of a white shirt and navy bottoms plus a
‘Here to Help’ lanyard so that they are easily
recognisable. New visitor management kiosks will enable customers to self-check in
and to alert officers to their arrival (this is for customers with pre booked
appointments; those without appointments will be assisted by the welcome team).
Image: District Council

District Council housebuilding cost over-runs

At a recent District Council meeting on the progress of the Council’s council house
projects it was pointed out that, since the Council had recommenced building council
houses, almost every scheme had come out over budget, which strongly suggested
that the budgets weren’t being set properly.
Officers have been asked to prepare a report of all schemes to date, the costs
predicted for each scheme and how much the schemes actually cost. Going forward,
the Council has appointed a new Service Manager for Housing Development and is
introducing a new budgeting process which should place much greater emphasis on
correct forward budgeting.

Qualis quarterly report Q1 2020/21

Qualis has been set up by the District Council to invest in property and to manage
the Council’s Housing Maintenance services. You can follow its progress here.

District Council Cash Offices re-opening

The Broadway Cash Office has re-opened for those customers who are reliant on
cash to make payments. The payment kiosk at the Council Offices in Epping is
expected to re-open on June 21st.

District Council Business E-newsletter

You
can
sign
up
to
the
newsletter
here,
or
email
businessmatters@eppingforestdc.gov.uk for more details. The March 2021 enewsletter is available here.

Laptops for schools scheme re-opened for donations

The County Council has re-opened its appeal for old laptops to be donated to help
children in need to study. Since December 2020, the council has distributed 5,000
laptops, tablets and Chrome Books to schools and colleges to give to families whose
children don’t have access to a device at home. How to donate

New Town Council Heritage Plaques

These new plaques are currently in progress. A list of all the plaques in Loughton is
here.
Arthur Bacot, 19 York Hill: the draft plaque has now been agreed and the order
placed.
Sir Leonard Hill & Austin Bradford Hill, Nafferton Rise: the plaque will be
placed on the entrance gate piers to Nafferton Rise.
Millican Dalton, Stony Path.

Epping Forest Youth Council (EFYC)

EFYC is a high-profile national award-winning Youth Council, comprising 25 young
people, representing 9 Epping Forest secondary schools, with one independent
member. Last year they provided an opportunity for young people to share their
experiences during the Covid pandemic and express their concerns about their

health and wellbeing, their future regarding their education, and their mental health.
This led on to a 10-week virtual programme for schools giving young people what
they need to build their emotional resilience, with a website incorporating bespoke
resources directly relating to Covid 19 and its impact on young people, and a
promotional film.

Essex Record Office – a hidden jewel
Tucked away in Chelmsford, the Essex Record Office holds a vast range of
information:
Public Records
Local government records
Church of England and nonconformist church records
Manorial records
Deposited records
Pictorial collections
Sound and video recordings
Local studies library materials
County Council art collection.
Surprisingly, through their conferences, operations and grants in 19/20 they
generated an income of over £600,000, which covered just over half of their
operating costs. Over the last year, Covid-19 has seen their online research and
search workload increase dramatically, although many of their core services, events
and conferences have been badly affected by Covid closures. More including how to
book a visit.

Local News
Travellers on Jessel Green

Residents were concerned when, in mid April, 20-plus traveller caravans arrived on
Jessel Green. The District Council took prompt action and the travellers moved on,
leaving the Council to mount a clean-up operation to remove fly-tipped waste and
litter.

Tree Prosecution

Last month a Brooklyn Avenue resident pleaded guilty to causing or permitting the
lopping of an ash tree with a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) on the border of his
property without authorisation from the District Council. As he pleaded guilty at the
first available time, he was fined £512 (instead of £768), and was ordered to pay a
contribution towards the Council’s prosecution costs of £1,550 and a victim
surcharge of £51.
LRA comment: a tree may be protected because it’s in a Conservation Area or
because there’s a Tree Protection Order on it (more). It’s a criminal offence to fell or
lop protected trees without permission (owners should apply to the District Council,
who will normally approve lopping where there’s a good reason – sometimes owners
may need to get an expert opinion to support their case, particularly where they want
to fell a tree). If you suspect that illegal work is underway, please let the District
Council know asap (01992 564000).

New Essex Library Catalogue now
available

A comprehensive help guide is available by
clicking the question mark on the top right of the
page. Find it here.

Epping Forest Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

The County Council have terminated the CAB’s lease at Loughton Library (Traps Hill)
as part of the Council’s redevelopment plans for the building, and there is no new
lease available at present. There are no plans to make room for the CAB in the
redeveloped Loughton Library building or in Waltham Abbey Town Hall (which LRA
are opposing).
For the time being, the CAB continues to operate as usual, providing free,
confidential and impartial advice to residents.

How others see our town

In this news report, read about a reporter's visit to Loughton and what she thought.

Health and Wellbeing
Expert Child Health advice at your
fingertips
It is normal to feel anxious when your child is ill.
Sometimes their illness is obvious – they may have
visible symptoms such as a runny nose. At other
times it isn’t as easy to identify the problem even
though you know your child best and can spot if something is wrong. Most illnesses
such as sore throats and ear ache get better by themselves but it’s important that
parents know what to do if their child is unwell and how to recognise the signs.
The new NHS Essex Child Health app has been designed to give parents,
grandparents and carers across Essex NHS advice at their fingertips, to help look
after their children’s health and recognise when they are unwell. The app is free to
download for both Android and Apple. Watch a short video.

Epping Forest
Visiting Epping Forest

Some facilities have re-opened:
The Epping Forest Visitor Centre at Chingford – open Tuesday to Sunday
The Epping Forest Visitor Centre at High Beach – closed
Queen Elizabeth’s Hunting Lodge – closed
The Temple in Wanstead Park - closed
Chingford Golf Course and tenant golf courses at Woodford and Theydon
Bois open. Please book in advance online.

Car parks
All car parks remain open other than temporary closures for already scheduled
works. Car parks are likely to be crowded. If you can’t park safely please try a
different car park or return later. Always wait until you can leave or return to your car
with the appropriate social distance between yourself and other car park users. From
May 10, charges are being introduced in some car parks - the only one in Loughton
affected is at Connaught Water.
Toilets
Public toilets at High Beach and Wanstead Park are open and facilities at the Visitor
Centre at Chingford are open in line with usual opening times.
Café Tenants
The majority of the tenant cafés operating on Forest land are open with a takeaway
or outdoor seating service. Please observe all social distancing measures in place
when visiting these facilities. For full details please contact the operators directly.

More details in the April edition of Forest Focus.

Cycling

Pedestrians have right of way. If you’re cycling through the Forest please keep your
distance from others and cycle at a speed at which you can stop quickly should you
need to.

Toads and sculptures: would you like to help Epping Forest?

If you are passionate about Epping Forest could you give something back to help this
beautiful, ancient woodland? The Conservators are looking to fund two exciting new
projects, a sculpture trail and a project to help toads: please give a donation.

And More
Have you completed your census form?

It’s an offence not to complete the form so if you’ve
been putting it off, and need help, contact the
Epping Forest Census Support Helpline (01992
56420) - open Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays
between 9:30am and 3:30pm. More

District Council Countrycare's Spring Wildlife Walk

This Walk is an ideal opportunity to meet up with friends and family and enjoy the
countryside and wildlife that surrounds us. This self-guided circular walk is about 3
miles (4.8km) long and takes you around Waltham Abbey gardens, the Dragonfly
Sanctuary and Cornmill meadows. It goes through various habitats (flooded
grassland, ponds and rivers) and some of the site is designated as a site of Special
Scientific Interest. It also has some interesting historical facts about the local area
and what wildlife to look out for, including clues to mammals that have walked the
path before you. For further information call Karen Murray on 07789 372 196
ext 4222, or email kmurray@eppingforestdc.gov.uk

Bluebell Woods
Mark Dine, with support from the Epping Forest Forum and Paul Morris, has
produced a guide to where you can see bluebells locally.

Roding Valley Meadows Nature Reserve

The good news is that as many as 25 butterfly species have been found on the
Reserve. Unfortunately, Oak Processionary moth nests have also appeared; as
chemicals might harm the butterflies, the moth nests will be removed manually by
contractors.
Cattle are now back on the reserve. The cows will
be grazing the meadows as they have been for
centuries past, part of the routine management to
look after the wildflower meadows. All gates into
the fields have signs on them and posters have
been put up on the Essex Wildlife Trust notice
boards. Find out more about the reserve here.
Image: Essex Wildlife Trust

Thank you for supporting LRA. Our next Loughton News email is due to be issued
Saturday May 22nd although that date could change.

Get more from LRA and keep up with what's
happening between issues of Loughton News

1.
2.

If you find any links not working or anything else is wrong let us know at
loughtonnews@LoughtonResidents.co.uk. Links on other websites are beyond our control and
may not work over time.
LRA gives no warranty about, and will take no responsibility for, items or services offered –
purchasers/users should make their own enquiries, and will be acting at their own risk.

We can be contacted at contact@LoughtonResidents.co.uk
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